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Dear Friends and Family of St. Stephen’s,

By the time you read this newsletter, we will be back in the “regular 
routine” of things having essentially marked the beginning of fall with 
the end of summer holidays. So, this is my “welcome back” message. I 
hope that everyone had a good summer and that you had a chance to 
enjoy all that summer offers. 

As most of you will hopefully have heard, Sunday, September 11 
marked the beginning of our regular routine with “Back to Church 
Sunday” which is where you were invited to bring friends and family 
back to church and encourage them to join us and make St. Stephen’s 
part of their regular routine. On September 11, we had several events 
going on with the beginning of our Church School as well as a light 
brunch following the service.

Life at St. Stephen’s continues on as usual with the exception that at 
present we do not have a “Priest-in-Charge” which means that we are 
in something of a holding 
pattern operating on what 
is known as “Sunday 
Supply”. In the interim, as 
Bishop’s Warden, at the 
direction of our bishop I 

mailto:stsbby@shaw.ca
mailto:stsbby@shaw.ca


St.Stephen the Martyr   .   Anglican Church   .   9887 Cameron St. Burnaby   .   604-421-0472   .   ststbby.ca   .   ststbby@shaw.ca

am required to find fill-in clergy to take Sunday services. Our Regional Dean, the Rev. Stephanie Shepard of 
St. Timothy’s is looking after all other pastoral concerns related to the parish. It was hoped by now that 
Bishop Melissa would be able to make a “temporary” appointment of a Priest-in-Charge to fill the gap until a 
Vicar was chosen and appointed, however, St. Stephen’s at present is in competition with a number of other 
parishes with vacancies, and so we continue along with “Sunday Supply” for the foreseeable future. 

Your Canonical Committee, meanwhile, has met several times over the summer and is currently working on 
a plan of information-gathering with you the parish as we discern where God is calling us to go as we work 
to develop a Parish Profile which will advertise the position of Vicar.  A Vicar is defined as a clergy person 
responsible for a parish at anything less than full time. At present for various reasons, St. Stephen’s is not 
able to afford a full-time priest. Over the next several weeks, that Canonical Committee will be calling on 
parishioners to seek their contributions towards a parish profile and we encourage everyone to be involved 
in the process.

Even though we don’t currently have an appointed Priest in the parish, parish life continues on as usual and 
we do in fact have a busy fall lined up with various programs, and so I encourage everyone to continue to 
participate in the life of the parish and to support one another.  The parish website is a good source of 
information for upcoming events as well as the usual Sunday bulletin. My thanks to everyone for their 
continued help and support during this time.

Yours in Christ;

Dave Nash,
Bishop’s Warden
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A Word from the People’s Warden 
at St. Stephen’s - Sharon Mack

The work around the building is progressing beautifully and St. 
Stephens is getting a much-needed rejuvenation.  One of our 
latest projects, now complete, involves the three stained-glass 
windows at the back of the church.  They were removed by Kits 
Glass, re-leaded, and re-installed.  It was very interesting to 
realize how much light these beautiful windows give off when in 
their place was plywood and the church seemed very dark. 

These three windows have been 
with us for as long as anyone can 
remember, even possibly dating 
back the entire 103 years when the 
altar was at what we call the back of 
the church now.  Kits Glass is currently doing the extensive stain 
glass windows at the Cathedral, so our windows were in very good 
hands. 

As the Canonical committee forges ahead to gather information on 
our Parish/Parishioners to do our upcoming Parish Profile for the 
Diocese, we have used this time to do some much-needed cleaning 
and sprucing up to the rector's office so when our new Vicar arrives, 

he or she will feel very welcome.  It has been painted, carpets cleaned and now is home to a 
beautiful burgundy glass table and 8 chairs.  I personally donated the table and chairs from the 
estate of my father, George Mack, who would be thrilled to know how smart the room now looks.  
Please stop by for a first-hand look when next at church. 

The former four chairs and small square table now rest in the Fellowship Room as an impromptu 
sitting area that has been used by the Canonical Committee to meet.  We would like the 
Fellowship Room to be more than a walk-through from the hall into the church. 

Outside, we have power-washed around the memorial garden and the front stairs to the church.  
A well-kept church will show any newcomers our care for God's home. 

Our “Back to Church” Sunday brunch seemed to be a great success— nothing  brings our 
congregation together like sitting down to food!.  Our mission was to learn more about why you 
have come to St. Stephens,  and at our potluck on Sunday, September 25, we wrapped up 
learning more about you and what your vision is for the future of St. Stephens. 

Sharon Mack 
People’s Warden 
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The Gathering 2016

GIFTS 
Saturday, October 22, 9:00 am – Noon

“For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has – 
not according to what one does not have.” 

              2 Corinthians 8:12    xxxx         

In last year’s gathering, we explored faith in its many expressions. 

This year, our exploration will continue as we gather to discover our gifts – the ones we’ve 
been blessed with, as well as the ones we can give to bless others. Join us for a fun 
morning of fellowship as we learn more about our faith and our life together. 

Our speaker this year will be Mr. David Rushton. He worked as a Consultant in 
Stewardship, Planned Giving and Congregational Development for General Synod 
(Anglican Church of Canada) and for the Dioceses of New Westminster (for about 18 years) 
and British Columbia (for about a year).  He has taught stewardship and planned giving in 
every parish in the Diocese (including at St. Stephen's), and most parishes in the Diocese 
of Caledonia and on Vancouver Island.   

Mr. Rushton has also chaired the Diocesan Stewardship Committee and the Diocesan 
Planned Giving Committee. He was the Canadian member of the Organizing Committee of 
the only ever International (CAN/UK/US) stewardship conference, and a member of the 
Board of Directors of TENS (The Episcopal Network for Stewardship) for six years.  

Mr. Rushton is a member of St. David’s Anglican, Tsawwassen, and has served as a 
Bishop's Warden twice. 
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An Interview with Cynthia Collins 
by John Ebenezer Hayfron

You came to Canada as an immigrant. 
What is your country of birth? When did 
you first arrive in Canada? 
Guyana is my country of birth. I arrived in 
Canada in 1972.  

Can you tell us about your family history 
and Christian faith? 
I am of Chinese heritage and was born into 
the Christian faith.  

How long have you been a ‹member of 
the parish of St. Stephen the Martyr? 
Since 1989 – 1990  

What leadership roles have you played at 
the parish of St. Stephen the Martyr? 
I was People’s Warden around 2004.  I led a 
Lenten journey group through Lent. I revised 
the pastoral care ministry. I started the 
church library. Bob Rusch and I led a Bible 
study group. Audrey Watson and I organized 
and did a job fair event to get more 
volunteers many years ago. 

For the sake of new parishioners, can 
you tell us a little bit about the functions 
of this pastoral care committee?  
To take care of each other, as Christ 
commanded; “Love each other as I love 
you”.  More details are in the Pastoral Care 
leaflet.  

You and Bob Rusch are responsible for 
lectio devina. How important is this? 
It is important to those who are deep in their 
spirituality.  

Most of us do not know the essence of 
the eternal light in the sanctuary.  
Exodus 27:20-21: “You shall further 
command the Israelites to bring you pure oil 
of beaten olives for the light, so that a lamp 
may be set up to burn regularly. In the tent 
of meeting, outside the curtain that is before 
the covenant, Aaron and his sons shall tend 
it from evening to morning before the Lord. It 
shall be a perpetual ordinance to be 
observed throughout their generations by 
the Israelites.” 
The eternal light represents the presence of 
God and should be treated as sacred, where 
the faithful can worship, pray and meditate.  

Now let’s talk about the ODNW.  What is 
your take on that? 
I feel it is good but should be done to the 
glory of God. I feel now it has lost its 
essence at St. Stephen’s.  

What do you do during your pastime? 
I do lots of things, mainly try to acquire inner 
peace.  

Do you have any message for the 
congregation? 
Yes. Learn more about the Word of God, 
and if you feel you are a Christian, then live 
like one, i.e. try to walk in Christ’s footsteps. 
Live in the Spirit, not only in the head & 
mind. 

Cynthia, thank you for taking time to 
answer the questions for the parish 
newsletter. 
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For many years now, the St. Stephen’s 
Sunday School has sponsored a foster 
child through Plan Canada.  

For about 5 years we have had a foster-
brother, Leonard-Kim Ndume, who 
lives in the Tharaka district of Kenya (in 
the northwest part of the country). 

Leonard is now 13 years old. He has a 
father, Peter, a mother, and a very young 
sister (originally there was also an older 
sister Alice, but she no longer features in 
the pictures, and we have been unable to 
find out what has happened with her.) 

The area where he lives suffers often 
from drought. Plan Canada is doing a 
lot of work to have people learn and 
share methods of seed selection, 
irrigation, tree-planting, and crop 
rotation so that farming can be more 
successful. They also work with school 
kids to develop understandings of 
children’s rights (to go to school, to be 
safe from abuse and child labour or 
marriage, to have recreation, etc.) and 
to ensure that kids have birth 
certificates. Female genital mutilation is 
a major issue in the area; Plan Canada 
has been working to help develop a 
consensus against this practice.  

We get pictures of Leonard every year. 
We notice that he has grown quite tall, 
and now wears shoes – he used to be 
barefoot in the pictures. He is always 
wearing his school uniform, and this year 
he is holding some books. It takes 
Leonard 45 minutes to walk to school. 
His favourite subject is science, and it 
seems he is a talented athlete.  

We talk about Leonard-Kim every 
Sunday, and collect coins that the 
children bring. 
Our annual 
commitment 
to Plan 
Canada is 
$468, so we 
supplement 
our offerings 
with money 
from bottles and cans that church 
members bring us for recycling.  
Please keep this in mind!  

Sometimes we do research about Kenya 
and about children in African countries 
like Kenya. And every year we write 
letters and draw pictures to send to 
Leonard. His father, Peter, has replied 
that they enjoy these pictures very 
much.  

St. Stephen’s Sunday School
News from Our Foster-Brother Leonard-Kim 

by Betty Schallenberg 
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Dear St Stephen’s Anglican Church, 

I was happy to read your voices. On 
behalf of Leonard receive our warm 
greetings from the whole family of 
Leonard. Am his father Ndume as 
Leonard has gone for athletics the whole 
of this week. He has left today very early 
and will be back on Friday evening. He is 
doing very well in school and attaining 
very good positions in his class. He is 
also doing well in field races where he is 
participating in Area athletic 
competitions. 

On behalf of Leonard, I say thanks to all 
those who participated in writing to 
Leonard. We will enjoy reading these 
letters. Here it has stopped raining and 
approaching the coldest months of the 
year. The trees has started shending 
[shedding?] their leaves. The gardens 
have not done very well but we still 
expect some harvest.   

Goodbye for now and may God Almighty 
bless you always. 

Peter Ndume 

Please join us in praying for 
Leonard  

and his family and community!
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St. Stephen’s Fall Fair 
Saturday, December 3 

10:00 am until 3:00 pm 
Free admission 

There will be both a main raffle and door raffles with great prizes.  

Lots of homemade crafts and baking available.   

The gift table will have lots of Christmas gifts, including jewelry.  

The thrift table will have many bargains on gently used goods at 
great prices. 

There will be a concession area to purchase a light lunch.  

The Go-Gos will also have a table with many of their lovely gifts.  

Mark the date on your calendar because you won't want to miss this 
event.   It’s a great day of fun and fellowship that you can share with 
family and friends.  

Hope to see you there! 
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Help Needed!
We’re in dire need of Sunday Morning Volunteers!

Altar Guild members
Sidespeople
Servers
Counters
and Coffee Hosts!

The tasks are not very difficult, and all the training will be provided. 
Please talk to the wardens if you are able to help!

From our church website: 
Altar Guild members take turns preparing the sanctuary for worship. Among their 
duties: they clean and maintain the linen and serving ware, dress the altar, and keep 
stock of supplies used in the service.  After the service, they clear away and clean the 
altarware. 
Sidespeople present the offerings of the people at the altar. 
Servers assist the priest with the celebration of Holy Eucharist. You can also see them 
before the service, lighting candles and making final altar preparations. 
Counters receive and deposit the offerings of the people. 
Coffee Hosts prepare and serve hot drinks and sweets after the Sunday worship, and 
help to keep the kitchen tidy.

October 7, 2016 . Volume 17 . Number 4                                                                            Page 9

Join us on  

Saturday, October 15, 
10 am – 2pm

St. Stephen’s 
Thrift Sale 
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“The Last Pamphlet” 
as told by John Ebenezer Hayfron

Every Sunday after the morning service in the 
church, the pastor and his eleven-year-old 
son would go to the town and hand out 
evangelistic pamphlets. One cold and rainy 
Sunday afternoon, the boy dressed in warm 
clothes and said to his dad, “OK, I am ready.” 

“Ready for what?” was the dad’s response.  

The boy said, “Dad, it’s time to gather our 
pamphlets and go out.” 

“Son, it’s cold outside; it’s pouring down 
heavily,” the father replied.  

The boy looked surprised and asked, “But, 
Dad, will people not go to hell even on rainy 
days?” 

His father replied, “Son, I am not going out 
when it is this cold.” 

Sadly, the boy asked, “Dad, can I go? Please 
let me.” 

The father hesitated for a moment, and said, 
“OK, son, you can go.  Here are the 
pamphlets.  Take care, son.” 

“Thanks, Dad.” Then he went out into the rain. 
He went from door to door giving out 
pamphlets to everyone he saw.  

One last pamphlet 

After walking for two hours in the rain, he was 
soaking wet but had one last pamphlet left.  

He stopped on the corner and looked for 
someone to hand the pamphlet to, but the 
streets were totally deserted. Then he turned 
towards the first house he saw and walked 
from the side walk to the door and rang the 
bell. He rang and knocked on the door 
several times but no one answered. He rang 
again but no one opened the door. He waited 
but there was no answer.  

This eleven-year-old soldier turned his back 
to leave but something stopped him. Again he 
turned and knocked even louder on the door.  

This time the door opened slowly. Standing in 
the doorway was an elderly lady who looked 
very sad. She asked kindly, “What can I do for 
you, my son?”  

I just want to say that  
Jesus loves you very much 

With radiant eyes and a smile that lit up the 
world, this little boy said, “Mom, forgive me if I 
am disturbing you, but I just want to say that 
Jesus loves you very much. I came here to 
give you my very last pamphlet which will tell 
you all about Jesus and his great love.”  

Then he handed her his last pamphlet and 
turned his back to leave.  

She called him and said, “Thank you, son. 
May God bless you.” 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.”  John 3:16
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The following Sunday morning in church, his 
father the pastor was behind the pulpit and as 
the service began, he asked, “Does anyone 
have a testimony or something to share?” 

Slowly in the back row of the church, an 
elderly woman stood up. As she began to 
speak, a glorious look transcended her face.  

 “Nobody knows me in this church. I have 
never been here before. Before last Sunday, I 
was not a Christian. My husband passed away 
some time ago, leaving me completely alone in 
this world. Last Sunday being a particularly 
cold and rainy day, I was lonely in my room 
thinking about what to do with my life, when 
suddenly the sound of my front door bell 
startled me.  

“Who in this world could it be? For a long time, 
nobody has rang my bell and come to see me. 

“When I opened the door, I could not believe 
my eyes. It was the most radiant and angelic 
little boy I have ever seen in my life. His smile
—Oh, I could never describe it to you. 

“With his cheerful voice, he said, “Mom, I just 
came to tell you that Jesus loves you,” then he 
handed me this pamphlet which I hold in my 
hands.  As he disappeared into the cold rain, I 

closed the door and read every word on this 
pamphlet. You see I am now a very happy 
daughter of the King of glory. I came here to 
personally say thank you. Personally to the 
angel of God who at the right time delivered 
my soul from spending eternity in hell.” 

Blessed are the ears  
that hear this message 

Everyone in the church had tears in their eyes. 
As the congregation was shouting “Praise and 
Honour to the King”, the pastor came down 
from the pulpit and headed towards the front 
row where his little angel was sitting. He took 
his son in his arms and sobbed uncontrollably.  

All heaven shouted, “Praise and honor to the 
king.” 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Blessed are the ears that hear this message. 
Do not let it be lost. Think about this. Put it into 
practice for God wants to use you.  Remember 
that the word of God can make all the 
difference in the life of someone who is close 
to you.                      John Ebenezer Hayfron  
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Browsing the Internet 
Interested in learning more about the Anglican Church in Canada?  Check out these websites! 

www.anglican.ca  
 The Anglican Church of Canada 
bc.anglican.ca 
 The Anglican Church in British Columbia. 
www.vancouver.anglican.ca 
 The Diocese of New Westminster - Metropolitan Vancouver 
https://ststbby.ca 
 St Stephen the Martyr Anglican Church
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Book Corner  
by Audrey Watson, Librarian
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The Glory of the New Testament
(Jerusalem Press, 1983)  

An emotional, spiritual, and visual experience you will 
treasure forever. The New Testament, the eternal 
drama of the life of Jesus and the founding of the 
Christian Church, is made even more beautiful and 
meaningful by this stunning book of over 250 full-
colour pages containing nearly 400 illustrations with 
accompanying text from the King James Bible. 

The superb colour photography of archaeological 
sites and the modern landscape illustrates and 
illuminates the towering moral document and sublime 
literary creation that is the New Testament. These 
visual counterpoints to the passages we hold so dear 
bring the Scriptures alive as never before. 

We see the crypt under the Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem, where Christ was born; the banks of 
Jordan where John the Baptist heralded His coming; 
the ancient town of Nazareth; the gemlike Sea of 
Galilee; the hillside of the Sermon on the Mount; and 

the Holy Land where Jesus walked, preaching to the multitudes and performing His 
miracles. We are given a view of everyday life in Jesus’s time: the houses, the clothes, the 
food, the languages, the sheep and goats, the vineyards and mustard seed, the new wine 
and the old bottles, the tares and fig tress 
that accompany Jesus’s fables. 

This glorious volume superbly conveys the 
eternal significance of the New Testament. 
One of the most lavish collections of 
timeless art and  photography ever 
assembled, meticulously researched and 
splendidly designed.  

The Glory of the New Testament is a book 
the entire family will turn to for history, 
literature, pure visual pleasure, and of 
course, imagination. 
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