
Advent of Expectation 
In this Advent of expectation,  

draw us together in unity,  
that our praise and worship might echo  

in these walls and also in our lives.   

In this Advent of expectation,  
draw us together in mission,  

that the hope within might be the song we sing,  
and the melody of our lives. 

In this Advent of expectation,  
draw us together in service,  

that the path we follow might lead us  
from a stable to a glimpse of eternity.  Amen 
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Our Priest-in-Charge
 The Rev. Dr. April Stanley
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I’ll begin life afresh, have another new start. 
Live today and look forward, not back; 
I’ll find time to assess 
Blessings which I possess, 
Not bemoan all the things that I lack. 

How exciting the unknown, the joy it can bring, 
If I positively look for the best; 
Good intentions in mind, 
I solve problems I find, 
And let God take care of the rest. 
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I am very pleased to be coming on board 
this November as the Priest in Charge at 
St. Stephen Martyr.  

Your wardens have asked for a short 
paragraph about me. 
  
I was ordained in Edmonton in 1991 and 
have been in this Diocese since 1994. I 
did my MDiv at VST and have completed 
six units of chaplaincy training. 

For some people I am most well known 
for starting the Labyrinth Project at St. 
Paul’s in the West End. I continue to do 
Labyrinth workshops. I have been doing 
interim work since 2004 and this will be 
my fifth interim. Most recently I was at a 

near neighbour of yours, St. Laurence, 
Coquitlam. 

 In 2005, I took a year to do my course 
work for a Doctor of Ministry at the Pacific 
School of Religion in Berkeley, California, 
and then wrote my thesis on creativity as 
a spiritual practice. Even though these 
are difficult times for mainline churches, I 
think it is an exciting and dynamic time as 
well as we work toward connecting to the 
core of what it means to be a Christian in 
this 21st century.  

I am looking forward to meeting you all 
and being with your parish as you 
complete the Parish Profile and call a new 
Rector.

A New Beginning 
by Audrey Watson

mailto:stsbby@shaw.ca
mailto:stsbby@shaw.ca


It has been a very productive year in our parish and around our church.  As people's warden, 
it is heart warming to see so many people filling the pews each Sunday.  Part of my job is to 
be responsible for the structural aspect of our church.  All discussions are shared with Dave 
so that we work to ensure our building is safe and all that come to worship are warm and dry. 

Although the church is 104 years old, our hall is less than 40.  The older part has needed 
some considerable tender loving care this year.  I have been blessed to work with a number 
of wonderful trades this year who have worked within our budget constraints and allowed us 
to do work in sections; all of this allows us to spread out payments. 

I have so appreciated the 
care and attention to any part 
of our building that they have 
recognized as a potential 
issue.  I know God has 
personally handpicked each 
trade to lovingly care for our 
church. 

We have worked with our 
roofing company to split the 
church structure roof into four 
sections, thus allowing us to 
focus on doing the work as 
needed and as we can afford.  
The ability to plan the roof to be repaired this way over the course of one year is exceptional.  
The worst part has been over the front steps by the driveway surrounding the bell tower.  As 
of today, most of that work has been completed and the shingles now match the newer part 
of the building. 

The first day of work was a dry, no wind, mild temperature day.  How God always blesses the 
workers with the perfect day, when we have had nothing but torrential rain, often high winds 
and so cold temperatures. 

When the roofers ask why the weather isn't as good on their other jobs, I tell them, "You 
aren't working on God's house ... just sayin…”  I am sure God enjoys our humor. 

Faithfully, 
Sharon Mack 
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A Word from the People’s Warden at St. Stephen’s 
- Sharon Mack
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St. Stephen’s Christmas Season  
St Stephen’s Fall Fair - Saturday, Dec. 3, 10:00 AM-3:00 PM   
Free Admission.  Concession open for light lunches. Door Raffles, Crafts, Baked 
goods, New and Used Sale Items, Silent Auction. 

St Stephen’s Thrift Sale - Saturday, Dec. 10, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM 

Parish Christmas Supper - Saturday, Dec. 17, 2:30 PM.    
Tickets: Adults $20/Children $15 - Come and enjoy a catered Christmas turkey 
dinner.  Contact the church office for details. Limited number of tickets. 

Lessons and Carols - Sunday, December 18, 10:00 AM 

Family Holy Eucharist - Saturday, December 24, 7:00 PM 

Holy Eucharist - Saturday, December 24, 10:00 PM 

Holy Eucharist - Sunday, December 25, 10:00 AM 

Holy Eucharist - Sunday, January 1, 10:00 AM 

Epiphany - Sunday, January 8, 10:00 AM
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An Interview with Colleen Butterley 
by John Ebenezer Hayfron

JH:  Let us congratulate you for being the 
2016 recipient of the Order of the Diocese 
of New Westminster (ODNW) award. How 
do you feel?  

Colleen: We are so very lucky at St. 
Stephen’s that there are so many dedicated 
people willing to give of what I believe is our 
greatest gift: our time. With many potential 
honourees, I feel humbled 
that St. Stephen’s has 
chosen me to receive this 
award by allowing me to 
use my gifts to serve the 
congregation in a variety 
of ways. I have learned so 
much and got to work with 
some fabulous people, 
and I am very grateful. 

JH: Are you one of the 
youngest servants of 
God in the diocese to 
h a v e r e c e i v e d t h e 
ODNW award? 

Colleen:  I was definitely 
one of the younger ones, 
but there were a couple of 
gentlemen in their twenties who also 
received the award this year. I believe they 
were nominated by the Bishop herself for 
work they have done with youth in the 
diocese. It was very encouraging to see 
some younger people receive the award as 
they have already done so much at such 
young age. 

JH: What was the reaction of your family 
and friends when you informed them that 
you would receive he Order of the 
Diocese of New Westminster? 

Colleen:  Actually, I didn’t tell many people 
except my husband and a couple of friends. 
People at church knew, of course, but I was 
a bit uncomfortable to say anything, as I 
honestly felt a little unworthy. As time 
passed on and the presentation date was 
only a week away, I let my mom and dad 
know, and a few friends and other family 
members, because I thought they might get 

mad at me if they missed 
the ceremony because I 
hadn’t told them about it. 

JH: Please tell us a 
little about yourself- 
where you were born, 
your family, and church 
background. 

Colleen:  I was born in 
Vancouver at the old 
Grace Hosp i ta l and 
except for some school 
time and traveling, I have 
l i v e d i n t h e L o w e r 
Mainland all of my life. I 
am married to Jon Funk 
and have three sons 

Shaun, Ryan, and Kevin, who are all in their 
twenties. I was baptised and married at St. 
Augustine Anglican church in the Marpole 
area of Vancouver.  

JH: How long have you been an active 
member of St. Stephen’s?  

Colleen: In the early ‘90s my three sons and 
I came to St. Stephen’s after my son Ryan 
was baptised in the diocese where his 
grandparents lived. I wanted to find a church 
close to home and St. Stephen’s was the 
closest Anglican Church.  

continued… 
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JH: For several years, you have served 
the Parish of St. Stephen the Martyr, the 
community (Cameron Elementary School 
etc.) and the diocese of New Westminster 
in various capacities. Of all your 
accomplishments at the parish, which 
one means a lot to you? 
    
Colleen:  The year of our 100th Anniversary 
celebrations definitely stands out for me. My 
goal for St. Stephen’s was to make that 
landmark year special; after all, a church 
only turns 100 once. By having the parish 
catered dinner, the Gentleman of Fortune 
Concert, Art Auction, with a wine and 
cheese, and especially the Downton Abbey 
Tea, I think we did the occasion justice. It 
was a lot of work over many months by 
many people, but then special events should 
require an extra effort because that is what 
makes the ordinary become extraordinary. 

JH: You are an indispensable member of 
the parish choir. What is your favourite 
hymn? Do you think we will ever have a 
children’s choir at St. Stephens? 

Colleen:  I don’t think I could ever pick a 
favourite hymn; there are just too many that 
I love. Every church season allows me to 
sing some of those favourites and it brings 
me great joy. I would never discount 
anything happening at St. Stephen’s 
including a children’s choir. In God’s 
house, never say never. 

JH:  Looking back, is there anything you 
undertook at the parish that you wish 
could have done differently? 

Colleen:  If anything, I think I would have 
liked to be involved in the church life sooner. 
Coming most Sundays is a good thing, but I 
believe that deeper, real-life connections to 
others and God mostly happens outside of 

the Sunday worship. Whether it’s helping out 
at the Thrift Shop, serving soup at the fall 
fair, visiting a shut-in parishioner, or just 
washing dishes together—spending time 
together knowing you are part of everyone’s 
spiritual journey is where it’s at. 

JH: If you were to suggest any changes 
in the parish, what would that be? 

Colleen:  I think we are already heading in 
the right direction and doing a lot of great 
stuff here, so I would say, let’s keep on 
doing them. We have been working towards 
becoming more aware of our specific identity 
as a faith community through our past, 
present, and future visioning discussions. In 
the last couple of years, we have made our 
church more financially stable and we are 
continually working towards being able to 
hopefully accommodate a three-quarter time 
priest.  

Our church motto is Looking Up, Reaching 
Out and we are doing more of that now with 
our affiliation with Cameron School and the 
lunch club with a neighbouring church as 
well as many other things we do. I think that 
the more people join in and connect with us, 
the more we will be able to do what God is 
calling us to do. 

JH: What is your favourite pastime? 

Colleen:  For a solitary activity, it would 
have to be reading, Sudoku or not-too-hard 
crossword puzzles.  I also enjoy being in the 
garden—planting is fun; weeding is my least 
favourite part. But for group activities, I 
would have to say, getting together with 
family and friends over a meal, especially at 
Christmas time.  

continued…. 
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Browsing the Internet 
Interested in learning more about the Anglican Church in Canada?  Check out these websites! 
 www.anglican.ca  

 The Anglican Church of Canada 
bc.anglican.ca 
 The Anglican Church in British Columbia. 
www.vancouver.anglican.ca 
 The Diocese of New Westminster - Metropolitan Vancouver 
https://ststbby.ca 
 St Stephen the Martyr Anglican Church

JH: You are a registered nurse by 
profession. This is what Florence 
Nightingale, the founder of modern 
nursing, said:  “If I could give you 
information of my life, it would be to 
show how a woman of very ordinary 
ability has been led by God in strange 
and unaccustomed paths to do in His 
service what He has done in her. And if I 
could tell you all, you would see how God 
has done all, and I nothing. I have worked 
hard, very hard, that is all; and I have 
never refused God anything.” Can you 
see yourself in her?  

Colleen: Gosh, I would never want to 
compare myself to Florence Nightingale. She 
was a very special gift to humankind and to 
garner some wisdom from her sacrifices is a 
gift she gave not only all nurses that have 

followed her, but to everyone in the medical 
profession.  

Having said that, I do believe that there is a 
little special light of caring in all nurses 
passed on by “the Lady with the Lamp”. 

JH:  What message do you have for the 
congregation at St. Stephens? 

Colleen:  God has generously given us all 
many unique gifts; discover what yours are 
and then share them to the best of your 
ability in a caring and loving way. 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Colleen, thank you very much for taking 
time to do this interview. Stay blessed. 
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Christmas: As Is 
by Esther Hizsa

I wonder if Joseph was peeved 
when Mary, between contractions, 
ordered him to close the door 
then, 
as soon as he did, 
wanted it open again. 

I wonder if, 
in that chorus of angels, 
one or two sang flat 
and if some shepherds 
–feeling and smelling sheepish– 
were hesitant to go. 

I wonder if 
–after Mary gave birth to the Christ child 
on scratchy straw 
next to dog’s breath and cat fleas– 
it didn’t still hurt like the dickens. 

And I wonder if 
the star was that bright 
or the kings so sure. 

But I don’t wonder 
if God was troubled 
that it wasn’t 
quite 
perfect. 

Credits and References: 
“The Nativity” 1890-1910 by Franz Mayer & Co 
(detail) photo by Plum leaves. Used with permission. 

© Esther Hizsa, An Everyday Pilgrim, 2015.
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Book Corner  
by Audrey Watson, Librarian
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“Who are… the greatest benefactors of 
the living generation of mankind?  I would 
say: Confucius and Lao Tzu; the Buddha; 
the Prophets of Israel and Judah; 
Zoroaster, Jesus and Mohammed; and 
Socrates.”  

He could have chosen statesmen, 
generals, scientists, artists. Instead 
historian Arnold Toynbee named a 
handful of men whose gift to us as light, 
“a lamp unto our feet” in the eternal guest 
for the meaning of life.  

Now, in 420 pages aglow with colours 
and alive with insight, you walk with such 
towering figures and share in the varied 
forms of worship they inspired. 

Listen to Hebrew prophets, whose 
wisdom enriches not only Judaism but 
Christianity as well. Watch Confucius 
emerge as a great teacher after serving 
as a reforming politician. Learn that 
Jesus was wary of the title Messiah lest 
he be mistaken for a political leader. Meet 
Mohammed who, though unschooled, 
wrote his message in the hearts of one 
out of seven people in the world today.  

In this stirring volume you witness the 
impassioned odyssey of the human soul 
along paths chartered by five great faiths: 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Islam and 
Christianity.  

Its 370 illustrations – 350 in full 
Geographic colour – usher you into 
temple and mosque, cathedral and home, 
to share with worshipers a vision of the 
infinite that cannot help but to enrich your 
own.  

Eminent scholars share with you the 
faiths they have lived and studied. 
National Geographic writers and 
photographers lead you down byways of 
belief in Bali, Syria, the Himalayas, 
Mexico – even “forbidden” Mecca. Six 
maps guide you on unforgettable 
journeys of discovery.  

Great Religions of the World 
National Geographic
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St Stephen’s “Young Saints” 
By Betty Schellenberg
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The St. Stephen’s “Young Saints” (a.k.a. the Sunday School) has 
had a busy fall season. We have been learning about: 

- God’s commandments – Did you know that there were more 
than 600 of them, but also that there are two most important ones? 

- God’s covenant – God has made an agreement with us to be our God and care for us. 
In exchange, He wants us to love Him and to keep those two important commandments!  

- Leonard-Kim Ndume – One way we keep the commandment to “Love your neighbour 
as yourself” is by caring for our foster brother Leonard-Kim in Kenya. Each Sunday we 
bring money to put in an envelope for Leonard-Kim, and we are getting better at 
remembering. We have received a letter from his dad telling us that Leonard-Kim is 
doing very well in athletics. He went away to athletics camp for a week. We wrote a letter 
to Leonard-Kim and drew pictures showing him winning medals with his running. 

continued… 
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- God’s peaceful kingdom – in the Bible God talks about animals like a lion and a lamb 
getting along together. It’s a way of showing us that we can work for peace even when it 
seems impossible. Sometimes we are discouraged and scared when politicians talk 
about hating people, but that isn’t how God wants things to be. We can keep on praying 
and working for peace. 

- Advent – on the Sunday before Advent, we made candle arrangements with blue and 
pink candles standing for Hope (blue), Peace (blue), Joy (pink), and Love (blue). Each 
Sunday we are lighting these candles at home and in Sunday School to get ready for 
celebrating Jesus’ birth at Christmas. 

Winter 2016. Volume 18 . Number 1                                                                           Page �11

Stir up your power,  
Lord Christ, and come. 

Come to us in all the moments  
of our lives. 

Help us to watch so that we are 
amazed by your love.  

Bless us in our Advent journey. 
Amen.

Check out the Anglican Church of Canada website for a wonderful devotional 
booklet on Advent.     http://www.anglican.ca/about/advent2016/
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Did you know…? 

• December 28 is  Holy Innocents Day, 
or Childermas, and is the date when 
King Herod’s tragic killing of all the 
male babies in Jerusalem is 
commemorated. In days gone by, 
before Christmas itself was so 
focused on children, this was the day 
for spoiling young ones with treats 
and parties. 

• At this time of the year, mistletoe is 
often used as a good excuse for a 
stolen kiss. Unfortunately, it can’t 
really be used for a lot else by us 
humans, as it is toxic if digested. 
However, the berries and leaves are a 
fantastic, high-protein food for many 
animals, including our precious bees. 

• Originally called “Yule monath” by the 
Anglo-Saxons because of the custom 
of burning the Yule log around this 
time, December’s name changed to 
“Heligh monath”, or Holy month, after 
many converted to Christianity. 

• The Anglo-Saxons used to call the 
first month of the year “Wolf monath”. 
Being in the midst of winter meant 
that the increasingly hungry wolves 
would be starting to come down to the 
villages in search of food. 

• It’s tempting to think that Boxing Day 
might be named after the big job of 
clearing up after Christmas, but it 
stems from the tradition of employers 
giving a gift, or “Christmas box”, to 
their servants or tradespeople on this 
day. 

Thanks to Audrey for these insights!

Snuggle Down 
by Audrey Watson

When winter comes with icy winds,
And storms of snow and sleet, 
We long to settle before the fire 
In a cosy, snug retreat. 

Or to snuggle down in our nice warm bed
Until eight o’clock or nine,
And not to get up and go outdoors
Til the sun begins to shine. 

But though the days are short and cold,
When winter comes each year,
Not all the things that winter brings
Are always dull and drear.

For there’s Christmastime and 
Hogmanay, 
With their joy and friendship, too,
And on frosty days the countryside
Delights our gaze anew. 

So when winter comes,
Though nights are long, 
There are pleasures to be found,
And if we wrap up to face the cold,
We shall find them all around. 
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