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there your heart will be
also.”
Of course, the Bible is often contrary on this point. For
example, a well-known passage is the one that says: “Do
not store up your treasures on earth – you need to save
them for heaven”. I think you know which passage I mean.
But, contrary to this we have the Lord’s Prayer, which asks
God to bless us who live on this planet – to give us
treasures here on earth which the prayer names as the
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‘Kingdom of God’, which is another way of saying “God,
help us to live like you would like us to live” – here and
now.
A well-known Anglican Bishop, N.T. Wright, says that about
the resurrection of Jesus. He writes: “Jesus’s resurrection is
the beginning of God’s new project not to snatch people
away from earth to heaven, but to colonize earth with the
life of heaven. That, after all, is what the Lord’s Prayer is
about.”
So, may God bless you all for your support for St. Stephen
the Martyr and for sharing your ‘treasures’ of time, money
and talents as disciples of Jesus and ministers of the
Gospel. And, Happy Easter!
Reverend Gary Hamblin
1
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Holy Week and Easter at St. Stephen's
March 20

Palm/Passion Sunday

10:00 a.m.

Gather in the parish hall for
procession

March 24

Maundy Thursday

6:00 p.m.

Table Eucharist in Parish Hall
Stripping of the Sanctuary

March 25

Good Friday

11:00 a.m.

Good Friday family service at St.
Timothy’s. Tea, coffee, and hot cross
buns are served at 10:30 a.m.

March 26

Holy Saturday

7:00 p.m.

Easter Vigil

March 27

Easter Sunday

10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist

Easter Egg Hunt
You are invited to a St. Stephen’s Community Easter Egg Hunt.
Saturday, March 26 from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m., rain or shine!
We will meet in the Church Hall.
Simple refreshments will be provided.
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Will I Open My Heart to God?
by Esther Hizsa
Blessed Trinity,
I receive your love, your
presence and this day as a
gift from you.
I open my heart to you.
Please lead me deeper into
your transforming love
as we live these next hours
together.
Amen.

This is my morning prayer. The first sentence
tells me what God does—loves me, remains
with me. The second line, the line I most
often forget, reminds me of what I must do:
open my heart to God. But will I do it?

I picture myself opening up my heart. Inside
is my life, not as I’d like it to be, but as it is. I feel anxious, like I did
that day the minister came to visit and asked to use the washroom.
The main one was occupied and before I could stop Fred, he
ushered the reverend into our bedroom and into the ensuite
bathroom–the only two rooms I hadn’t cleaned.
Opening our hearts to receive anyone’s presence is risky. Inevitably they will find our grimy edges and
be tempted to judge. And sometimes they do.
It takes courage to let Jesus wander around your heart. But when I am brave enough to invite him in, I
am often surprised by what he notices and how he responds.
Like the time I had an argument with someone. It was days before I
could look Jesus in the eye. He noticed my apprehension and said
softly, “I know why you’ve been avoiding me. You think I’ll take his
side.” It was true. I sat with that thought in the spacious silence until
the din of fear receded, and it was quiet enough to hear God’s heart. I
asked Jesus what he saw.
As I sat longer with Jesus, I also understood what the other person was
trying to say and why he was angry.
In the last line of the prayer, I ask the Triune God to lead us deeper into
his transforming love as we live in this world together. And I can see
that is exactly what God was doing.
Credits:
Morning Prayer of the SoulStream Community written by Karen Webber. Used with permission.
“Amaryliss Opening Up” and “Amaryliss” by Bill Gracey. Used with permission.
© Esther Hizsa, . An Everyday Pilgrim . 2013 . www.estherhizsa.com

March 19, 2016 . Volume 17 . Number 2

3

St.Stephen the Martyr . Anglican Church . 9887 Cameron St. Burnaby . 604-421-0472 . ststbby.ca . ststbby@shaw.ca

Spring Tea
St. Stephen's will be having its
annual Spring Tea on Saturday,
May 28, 2016. Tea
and sandwiches
will be served

Parish Council for 2016
The following members of our congregation were elected or
ratified as members of Parish Council at the annual vestry
meeting on February 21, 2016:
POSITION

NAME

PHONE

Bishop's Warden

David Nash

604-803-4201

People's Warden

Sharon Mack

604-715-4941

Treasurer

Larry Hoad

604-544-2420

Secretary

Elaine Renforth

604-939-0079

Synod Lay Delegate

Colleen Butterley

604-552-3614

Synod Lay Delegate

Sharon Mack

604-715-4941

Alternate Lay Delegate

Gail Koombes

604-420-2322

Alternate Lay Delegate

Sara Shaw

604-782-2566

Youth Synod Delegate

vacant

Alternate Youth Synod Delegate

vacant

Member at Large

Pamela Park

604-320-1830

Member at Large

Pat Hargreaves

604-421-0924

Member at Large

Hassan Jetha

604-723-7145

Member at Large

Theresa Lum

778-988-1753

Member at Large

Pauline Doyle

604-200-4473

from 10 a.m.
until 3 p.m.
There is an admission
charge of $6 for regular plates
and $8 for larger plates (more
sandwiches and an extra goodie).
With each admission you get a
ticket for the door prize draw.
We will be in need of sandwichmakers and desserts. If you can
help in these two areas please let
Sharon or David know. We will
also need crews to help set up
and clear away. There will be a
bake table and a gift table as well
as crafts. We will need volunteers
to bake and to work at the tables
during the tea itself.
This is one of our main annual
fundraisers, so please mark your
calendars and keep the day
open. We hope to see everyone
out. If you can help with any of
these volunteer positions please
let Sharon Mack or
David Nash
know.
Thank-you in
advance.
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Getting to Know…
Elina Singh

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Elina Singh is our Parish Office Administrator.

John E. Hayfrom interviewed Elina
Singh for the Parish Newsletter.
Elina, how long have you been

the office administrator at the
parish of St. Stephen the
Martyr? Since April of 2015. I
was lucky to start right after
Easter during the quieter season
of the church and had a chance
to learn the job slowly, without a
rush.
Please give a brief description
of your work at St. Stephen. I
prepare the bulletins for Sunday
services. I take care of the
communications – from phone
calls and emails to website and
Facebook. I also help with
bookkeeping; prepare agendas
and distribute reports to Parish
Council meetings; and make
sure everything is running
smoothly on the admin side of
the parish. The past couple of
weeks I’ve been busy with the
Vestry reports. That’s a short
summary – there are many other
things that land on my desk at
times.
Can you tell the parishioners a
little bit about yourself? For
example, your origin, how you
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Please read our interview with Elina below!
came to Canada, your family
and religious background etc.
I grew up in a little farm in
Finland, and like most Finns, I’m
a life-long Lutheran. I came to
Canada 12 years ago to follow
my husband who had moved
here a year earlier to study.
Jason is from India, and we
thought Vancouver, being a
multicultural city, would be a
good place to raise our mixed
family.
We have a little boy,
Jacob, who’s turning five later
this year, and very excited to
start kindergarten in September.
Our household also includes two
cuddly and loving cats.
Which church do you normally
attend? Do you hold any
position in your church? If yes,
what does your position
entail?
I’m a member of First Lutheran
Church in Vancouver; we have
been there for over ten years.
I’m currently helping the
congregation
with
communications and information

management – I’m creating a
membership database, and we
are talking about redesigning
their website.
I do a fair bit of volunteer work
with the BC Synod and the
national church (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada, or
ELCIC) as well. I’ve been part of
the Synod’s Missions Committee
for quite some time. We look for
ways to encourage the parishes
to engage with their
communities and the global
church as well.
For the past year and a half, I’ve
been representing our Synod in
the ELCIC’s Global Mission Task
F o rc e . S i n c e t h e c h u rc h ’s
finances are dwindling, and we
have no resources to send
missionaries to other countries
like we used to, the Task Force
has been working to come up
with different ways of doing
mission. It’s been very exciting
and energizing.
Continued…
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What is your favorite hymn?
It’s really hard to pick just one…
Some hymns that I like are:
Abide with Me (CP 24), Be Thou
My Vision (CP 505), and You
Who Dwell in the Shelter of the

What are your hobbies? I’m a
ferocious knitter – I always have
three or four different projects
in progress. I love to read, and I
love taking the SkyTrain to work
because otherwise it’s hard to

people of St. Stephen to be
curious about God and about
what’s He’s already doing in this
n e i g h b o u r h o o d . H e ’s n o t
confined into a building but is
active and at work, and the best

Lord (CP 531). However, if I had
to pick just one, it would be This
Is My Song. It’s not in Common
Praise – it’s set to the tune of
Finlandia by Jean Sibelius

find time for reading. I also love
music – I play the guitar and
percussions, and I’m learning to
play the fiddle. That’s definitely
a challenging instrument to

thing we can do is to discover
what He’s up to, and join His
mission. We can easily get too
focused on what’s going on
inside these walls – but there’s

(you’ve had that tune in the
Songbook, as Be Still My Soul.)
The hymn talks about how God
is the God of all the nations,
and how all people everywhere

learn but I’m planning to get
good at it.

an exciting world, and an
e x c i t i n g m i n i s t r y, w a i t i n g
outside the door.

are made in the image of God,
therefore everyone’s equally
important and should be
treated that way.

Last, but not least, do you
have any message for the
parishioners at St. Stephen?
For example, your vision for
the future of St. Stephen?
I would like to encourage the

Elina, thank you very much for
taking time to answer the
questions for the parish
newsletter.

Easter Traditions
by: Audrey Watson

Easter is upon us soon and carries a whole wealth of traditions with it. The word
itself is of Anglo-Saxon origin from eostre monath or the month of openings.
The reason we give eggs at Easter is because they represent new life, but the concept of the Easter Bunny is
another of Anglo-Saxon origin! The story goes that the Saxon goddess Eastre helped a wounded bird
survive winter by turning it into a hare. That hare found that it could still lay eggs, which it decorated each
spring and left as an offering of thanks.
Although rabbits build nests, they do not stay on or by the nests after the babies are born. This attracts the
attention of predators causing the babies to burrow to the bottom of the nest where they can remain hidden
until the mother rabbit wakes them at meal time.
A Greek Easter tradition is the game tsougrisma (knocking together). Eggs are boiled and dyed red to
symbolize the blood of Christ. The aim of the game is to break the other player's egg by tapping it with
your own, but not breaking yours in the process.
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Diocesan Stewardship Workshop

Stewardship: Inspire! Ask! Thank!
Saturday, April 16, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Diocese office, 1410 Nanton Ave, Vancouver
Please check the Diocese website (http://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/events/)
or talk to the wardens for more details.

BEFORE THE CROSS
My Lord, my Master, at Thy feet adoring,
I see Thee bowed beneath Thy load of woe:
For me, a sinner, is Thy life-blood pouring;
For Thee, my Savior, scarce my tears will flow.
Thine own disciple to the Jews has sold Thee,
With friendship's kiss and loyal word he came;
How oft of faithful love my lips have told Thee,
While Thou hast seen my falsehood and my shame!
With taunts and scoffs they mock what seems Thy weakness,
With blows and outrage adding pain to pain;
Thou art unmoved and steadfast in Thy meekness;
When I am wronged, how quickly I complain!
My Lord, my Savior, when I see you wearing
Upon Thy brow the crown of thorn,
Shall I for pleasure live, or shrink from bearing
What e'er my lot of pain or scorn?
O Victim of Thy love, O pangs most healing,
O Saving death, O Wounds that I adore,
O Shame most glorious! Christ, before Thee kneeling,
I pray Thee keep me Thine for evermore.
Jacques Bridaine (1701-1767)
Translation:Thomas Benson Pollock (1836-1896)
March 19, 2016 . Volume 17 . Number 2
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Youth2Go

“And so we know and rely on the love God has
for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in
God, and God in him.”

1 John 4:16

Lunch With God
A little boy wanted to meet God. He knew it was a long trip to where
God lived, so he packed his suitcase with Twinkies and a six pack of root
beer and he started his journey. When he had gone about three blocks, he
met an old woman. She was sitting in the park just staring at some pigeons.
The boy sat down next to her and opened his suitcase. He was about to take a drink from
his root beer when he noticed that the old lady looked hungry, so he offered her a Twinkie. She
gratefully accepted it and smiled at him. Her smile was so pretty that the boy wanted to see it
again, so he offered her a root beer. Again, she smiled at him. The boy was delighted.
They sat there all afternoon eating and smiling, but they never said a word. As it grew dark,
the boy realized how tired he was and he got up to leave, but before he had gone more than a few
steps, he turned around, ran back to the old woman, and gave her a hug. She gave him her
biggest smile ever.
When the boy opened the door to his own house a short time later, his mother was
surprised by the look of joy on his face. She asked him, “What did you do today that made you so
happy?” He replied, “I had lunch with God.” But before his mother could respond, he added,
“You know what? She’s got the most beautiful smile I’ve ever seen!”
Meanwhile, the old woman, also radiant with joy, returned to her home. Her
son was stunned by the look of peace on her face and asked, “Mother, what did you
do today that made you so happy?” she replied, I ate Twinkies in
the park with God.” However, before her son responded, she
added, “You know, he’s much younger than I expected.”
——————
Submitted by John Hayfron. This is a pastor-shared story with our Envelope
Secretary, Dawn Noske. It’s a story parishioners can share with their children.
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