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Luke 15:1-3,11b-32 
15 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him.  2 And 
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.”  
3 So he told them this parable:  “There was a man who had two sons.  12 The 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that 
will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them.  13 A few days later 
the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he 
squandered his property in dissolute living.  14 When he had spent everything, a 
severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need.  15 So 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
to his fields to feed the pigs.  16 He would gladly have filled himself with † the pods 
that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything.  17 But when he came to 
himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to 
spare, but here I am dying of hunger!  18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;  19 I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’  20 So he set 
off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.  21 Then 
the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’ †  22 But the father said to his slaves, 
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet.  23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat 
and celebrate;  24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found!’ And they began to celebrate.  
25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the 
house, he heard music and dancing.  26 He called one of the slaves and asked what 
was going on.  27 He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the 
fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’  28 Then he became angry 
and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him.  29 But he 
answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave 
for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me 
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends.  30 But when this son of 
yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 
fatted calf for him!’  31 Then the father † said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, 
and all that is mine is yours.  32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this 
brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ”  
 
You may recall that during this season of Lent in the Church’s year I am focusing 
on a series of homilies I am calling ‘Breathing Under Water’ after a book by the 
same name, written by Richard Rohr. My goal is to use Rohr’s steps to help us 
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experience a spiritual awakening, or, as one of my friends calls it, ‘spiritual 
awakenings’, since we are always experiencing, in our lives, an awareness of many 
times we are in a relationship with God. And, our parable of the ‘Prodigal Son’, or 
what I prefer to name ‘the parable of the Loving Father,’ is an excellent metaphor 
for God’s love for us and our need to ask God for support. This parable illustrates 
Rohr’s seventh step toward spiritual awakening. 
Rohr’s seventh step toward that spiritual awakening, is when we actually ask 
God’s for God’s help. Matthew 7:7 says, “Ask, and you will receive Seek, and you 
will find. Knock, and the door will be opened.” When we ask, we are 
acknowledging that God’s support is always there. 
In the Parable of the Loving Father, it is important to notice that the father divides 
his estate openly, so that before he dies his sons know exactly what is coming to 
them. We call this a ‘living will’, I think... But the father does not have to do this. 
In this case, it is really a foolish thing to do, to reveal his assets so fully, and to be 
so transparent. So the point being made is that the father is exceedingly generous 
and open. Just as God is. But his act also sets up his sons, now knowing what they 
can expect, to wish that he would soon die, so that they can receive it now. The 
elder son really seems not to care about any of this. He can wait. But the younger 
son cannot: “Give me my inheritance now. I cannot wait around for you to die,” he 
says. And implicit in that is the wish that in fact his father would die. From any 
son, much less the younger son to imply this to his father is a grave insult, one 
which this father seems to absorb.  
In fact, this is good example of the kind of thing some of us and perhaps many of 
us, do. The younger son, with his sense of ‘entitlement’ is separating himself from 
his father, saying that ‘I deserve this’, ‘I am owed this’ and, ‘I have a right to this’. 
Now, as a side note, this is an example of the ancient definition of ‘sin’: to separate 
yourself from God.  
Like the younger son, how often do we feel that ‘I deserve this because I have 
worked hard for it’, or ‘I am owed this by reason of my station in life?’ 
In the course of the story, the younger son who is in a far-off country is sent to feed 
the swine. You have to remember that this is a Hebrew boy. Pork is unclean, 
forbidden, for him. To tend the swine is equivalent to becoming alienated from his 
tradition, his custom, and his values. And so, the moment the son agrees to do that, 
he knows himself to be an outcast from his people, from his father’s house. It is his 
moment of acknowledgment that he is powerless and it is the beginning of his 
spiritual awakening 
All the more poignant and marvellous is it therefore that when his son returns as an 
outcast and renegade, the father runs to accept him still as a son, not as an alien 
traitor. That is a detail we should not overlook.  
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Another interesting detail is that the elder son refuses to enter the house. In that 
Middle east tradition this is the greatest of insults. The father has every right to 
bristle and banish this elder son for refusing to enter the ancestral home. But he 
does not. Once more he takes the initiative. He himself goes out to his eldest son, 
also, and tries to win him over. Note that in every situation of insult – the unspoken 
wish that he would die, the son who sold the father’s tradition down the river, and 
the refusal of the other son to come inside the house – the father advances and 
invites beyond the insult. What a revelation Jesus is making of what God is like! 
Let us now examine another aspect of this story and realize what is really being 
said, down deep. The younger son does not want a father. The older son does not 
want a brother. And right there we have an example of society’s enduring sins. 
There are people who want no father, no one to answer to, no limit, no restraint, no 
relationship, no responsibility, and no judgment. They wish their father, God, dead. 
They want to be free to do their own destructive thing. The nightly newscasts and 
our daily newspapers are full of them and their sound and fury. 
Then there are those who say, “I have no brother. I have no concern. No one has a 
claim on me.” Intolerance is ‘natural’ to such people. The corporal and spiritual 
works of mercy make no sense to them. Make it fast, make it big. It is the survival 
of Number One that counts.  
And there is one final aspect as we take another view of this story. Usually we 
consider three people in this story: there is the younger son, there is the older son 
and there is the father. But there is one more hidden character that may be the most 
sinister of all. He is the crafty and cunning man who offered the job of tending the 
swine to the younger son. Remember once more, this is a Hebrew boy. He is up 
against it. No money, no friends. He is down and out. A stranger in a strange place. 
You can almost see this man smiling as he says, “OK Hebrew boy, it is the pigs or 
nothing!” in short, this wicked man took advantage of the boy’s plight and 
vulnerability to alienate him from his people, from his culture, from his childhood 
values, from his heritage. Do we meet people like that? Yes, we do. 
In Rohr’s step eight in seeking being spiritually awake, he says that after we 
acknowledge God’s gift of Grace/love for us, we need to turn our direction, like 
the younger son, toward those from whom we seek forgiveness; those whom we 
have harmed.  If God, like the father in the parable, has forgiven us our sins, our 
separating ourselves from God, then we need to seek the forgiveness of our 
neighbours. We need at least to try to mend broken or bruised relationships. The 
Bible’s Book of Wisdom, says, “O God, little by little you correct those who have 
offended you, so that they can abstain from evil, and learn to trust in you,’ (12:2). 
It says in the first Epistle of John, “Anyone who claims to be in the light, but hates 
his brother or sister, is still in the dark” (1John 2:9). We are talking about those 
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from whom we have separated ourselves, those whom we have offended. Not those 
who have hurt us. Rohr writes, in contemporary language, that, “Instead, we have 
been given some new software, a program called Grace, a new pattern, a ‘new 
mind’, a new processing system. I am now focussing on people I have perhaps 
hurt, failed, or mistreated, and then do something about it. It might be a note, a 
call, a visit, a meaningful gift, an invitation, an outright apology. God will show 
you the best way, the best place, the best time, and the best words. Wait and pray 
for them all.”  
This parable of the ‘Loving Father’, also called the parable of ‘The Prodigal Son’ 
illustrates Rohr’s steps seven and eight in our path to a ‘spiritual awakening’.  
Assuming the ‘father’ in this metaphor, is God, and the sons are us there is both the 
asking God for forgiveness and support and there is the giving of that forgiveness 
and support, freely by God.  
To end, here is a cute story about forgiveness as a mother tells us that ‘some years 
ago, after a vigorous brotherly and sisterly disagreement, our three children retired 
to bed, only to be aroused at two o’clock in the morning by a terrific thunderstorm. 
Hearing an unusual noise upstairs the mother called to find out what was going on. 
A little voice answered, “We are all in the closet forgiving each other”. 
We look forward to Esther Hizsa’s exploration of steps nine and ten from Rohr’s 
book, Breathing Under Water, next Sunday. 

- Gary Hamblin 
Sources: Richard Rohr, Breathing Under Water. 


