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John 6:1-21 
6 After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called 
the Sea of Tiberias. † 2 A large crowd kept following him,because  they 
saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus went up the mountain 
and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of 
the Jews, was near. 5 When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming 
toward him, Jesus said toPhilip, “Where are we to buy bread for these 
people to eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was 
going to do.7 Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages † would not buy 
enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his 
disciples,Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy 
herewho has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so 
many people?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was 
a great deal of grass in the place; so they † sat down,about five thousand 
in all. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as 
they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up 
the fragments leftover, so that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered 
them up,and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who 
had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14 When the people saw the sign that 
he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come 
into the world.” 
15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and takehim by force 
to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a 
boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and 
Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The sea became rough because a 
strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed about three or four 
miles, † they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and 
they were terrified. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; † do not be afraid.” 21 
Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 
reached the land toward which they were going. 
 
------------------------ 
 
Following what we have doing over the past three Sundays, let us continue 
to explore how these biblical stories which have been passed to us through 
the bible,our parents, our Sunday school, our family and friends and our 
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literature, influence how we view the world. In today’s gospel reading, we 
have two well known stories in which Jesus is much more than a 
charismatic figure. The first story is His feeding of a crowd of 5000 on two 
fish and five loaves of bread; and, the second is the story of Jesus walking 
across the water to calm a storm and save his disciples in a boat from 
disaster. 
Jesus’ mission is to bring people into a relationship with God. But the 
people and the disciples are more fascinated by the so called ‘signs’ - 
some call them ‘miracles’ - that he gives us. John’s purpose in retelling 
these stories to his faith community in Ephesus, is to help people to see 
beyond the so called ‘signs’, toGod. In the words of John’s gospel, he 
wants people – you and I – to ‘come and see’. To come and see the 
incarnation of God in Jesus. 
 
I want to talk about these so called ‘signs’ or ‘miracle’ stories partly 
because they are a barrier to some people today, particularly younger 
people, to becoming members of ours and other faith communities. Ours is 
a scientific age and many see these ‘signs’ or ‘miracles’ as not being 
scientifically true; while others accept them and see them as ‘beyond 
understanding’ and ‘mystical’; and yet, others see them as ‘metaphor’s’, or, 
they may not be factually accurate and yet they are true. 
 
John’s Gospel welcomes seekers and builds Christian faith; and it presents 
a model of discipleship that is inclusive for women and for men. And, as our 
gospel reading for today illustrates, it is a gospel which portrays not only 
the religious authorities,but also those most intimate with Jesus, the 
disciples, as completely misunderstanding who Jesus is. Time and time 
again, Jesus comments that they have completely missed his point. 
 
It may be that many of us ‘miss the point’ and for older folk like me, we 
‘forget the point’. 
The story of the feeding of the 5000 plus, carries with it the richness of the 
bread metaphor: ‘I am the bread of life’. In this story, Jesus is celebrating 
the PassoverMeal on a hillside in Galilee, remembering the Exodus of the 
Israelites from Egypt many centuries earlier. The story is linked to the 
bread, the manna which theIsraelites received from God after escaping 
from bondage in Egypt when they were wandering in the wilderness hungry 
and despondent. Behind this story is theHebrew tradition of God’s mastery 
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over the sea and the wilderness. It is linked to the Word of God that gives 
life in the multiplication of the loaves and fish. Thes tory is also linked to the 
Last Supper in which Jesus shares bread and wine,blessed by God with his 
disciples before his death and resurrection. 
 
For us today, all these are present when we receive the bread and wine, 
blessed byGod, in church; we receive our spiritual fulfillment. They all have 
a symbolic richness; a richness which relates directly with our everyday 
lives. It is why theEucharist, which means ‘thanksgiving’ is so central to 
Christian, to Anglican worship. In John’s gospel, the Eucharist is a meal of 
Jesus’ presence - not primarily- if at all, a meal of remembrance. While 
some treat this story as a ‘miracle’,beyond the laws of science, others look 
beyond it to its underlying meaning: asharing of food when we gather 
together, blessed by God in a time of hunger forsome and despondency for 
others. 
We did a kind of sharing like this last night, with music, with friendship, with 
dessert and community in the Midsummer’s Music - lift up your voice and 
sing. 
 
The second story, the story of Jesus walking on the water is a companion 
story tothe feeding of the 5000 in all four of the gospels. The two stories are 
told together.Again, the significance here is that John’s gospel, as part of 
the Hebrew tradition,is showing God’s mastery over the sea and the 
wilderness. So, in these stories fromJohn’s Gospel, Jesus is associated 
with Moses and portrayed as achieving a new exodus for the people of 
Israel, again, in that first century. 
 
And we are not unlike the disciples in our slowness to recognize Jesus’ 
glory and grace. It takes a while, for most of us, for the light bulb to go on in 
our brain.Usually it is a crisis or a traumatic event in our lives like a death or 
a broken relationship. Sometimes it is a desperate need we have to turn 
our life around. 
 
The message of the fourth gospel is: God is in Jesus and Jesus is with us 
always.And nowhere is the truth of this more evident, than when we 
celebrate theEucharist together and feed on the bread of our life as a faith 
community. We are indeed in trouble if we miss this point. 
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There was once a wealthy man who always gave a dinner once a month for 
his friends. It so happened that on one occasion a few of his closest friends 
were sick and unable to attend. The man wanted to save a part of the 
celebration for his absent friends, so he took a bottle of his best wine from 
the table and put it in a special box. That way he would have it when his 
friends arrived. He then went to his servant and told him, “Please make 
sure you respect what is in that box because what is there has a special 
purpose for our guests.” 
 
The servant was perplexed but respected the wishes of his master by 
bowing every time he passed it. Well, not long after, the master died, but 
the monthly meals continued. The servant would tell the guests of the 
master’s wishes; that they, like he, were to respect the special box. So the 
meals began to grow more and more serious. Instead of celebrating being 
together as friends, they began to eat in silence and to gaze at the box. 
 
In John’s gospel, Jesus goes to great lengths to emphasize that we need to 
lookbeyond what we see; like the box, in this story. We need to look 
beyond the signs,to the root and meaning of them. In the story, the focus of 
the servant and the guests was strictly on what they saw and it became a 
tradition. The master did not explain what the content of the box is, nor its 
meaning. At least, in our Christian faith, we know what is beyond what we 
see and experience. Our eucharist which we celebrate every Sunday is a 
symbol of the real presence of Jesus, of God in ourf aith community. It is 
more than the bread and wine, the hymns and prayers, thescripture 
readings and psalms. 
 
We need, then to ask questions about our life as a faith community. Are we 
open tot he purpose and meaning? Do we acknowledge the breaking of the 
bread and wine which we do, each Sunday, as a symbol of the presence of 
Jesus in our midst? Or,do we go through the motions of the ritual – merely 
paying respect to the box –without looking beyond to let it transform us. Are 
we frozen in a time warp with the worship and Christian faith we learned as 
a child or a young person, without allowing it to evolve. Are we open to 
engage in an exchange with people who are searching for meaning and 
spirituality? All these and more are the questions whichJohn’s gospel 
raises for us all. 
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-The Reverend Gary Hamblin 
- Sources: Gail O’Day in the New Interpreter’s Bible; William Countryman, 
The Mystical Way in theFourth Gospel. William Bausch, A World of Stories; 
Fred Craddock et. al. Preaching ThroughThe Christian Year. 


