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Luke 7:11-17 
Jesus Raises the Widow’s Son at Nain 
11 Soon afterwards † he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large 
crowd went with him.  12 As he approached the gate of the town, a man who had 
died was being carried out. He was his mother’s only son, and she was a widow; 
and with her was a large crowd from the town.  13 When the Lord saw her, he had 
compassion for her and said to her, “Do not weep.”  14 Then he came forward and 
touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to 
you, rise!”  15 The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus † gave him to 
his mother.  16 Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, saying, “A great 
prophet has risen among us!” and “God has looked favorably on his people!”  17 
This word about him spread throughout Judea and all the surrounding country.  

The gospel story, this morning, where Jesus raises the Widow’s son at Nain, is an 
interesting one, and it might be considered a miracle, depending on how you want 
to look at it. One way to look at it is that there is Jesus passing through a village, 
and he raises someone from the dead. And then we say, “OK, that is a wonderful 
thing, and hopefully he will do the same for me someday; and those who are near 
and dear to me.” But he never does. 
And so we say, “What does the gospel mean, then? Jesus raised people from the 
dead, and I have lost my children, my spouse, my parents, my siblings.” 
Let us put the gospel in perspective. As far as we can know, and from what the 
record says, there are only three people that Jesus raised from the dead. One was 
Jairus’s daughter, one was this young man of Nain, and the other one was Lazarus. 
And apparently there were lots and lots of other people in his time and place and 
villages, who died. So if he did not raise all of them up, but only two or three, we 
have to approach the gospel from another angle. 
And the angle simply says this: that Jesus did not come to do away with death. He 
was to find that out for himself. But rather, to tell us that God’s compassion and 
power reach out to us, in and beyond death, and that therefore, God’s love will 
overcome death. So what becomes important is not that Jesus might have raised 
this young man from the dead; but rather it is his gesture, pointing to the love that 
is concerned, that will conquer death. And that is the gospel lesson for us. 
For today, in spite of our advanced civilization, we live in an age that is incredibly 
violent. There are drugs and crime; and murder and divorce; and hunger and war; 
and hatred, and greed; and a whole litany of things. I heard comment in the media, 
recently, that the Americans would be more interested in watching NHL hockey on 
television if the players, who initiate fights in a game, were not penalized for doing 
so.  



Pentecost 3 Year C St. Stephen The Martyr 

Page 2 of 4 

What we need therefore, are gestures of hope, signs of life, and hints of victory.  
And this is what the meaning of the gospel is. Jesus did not raise everyone from the 
dead, but two or three, to be a gesture of hope, a sign of life, and a hint of victory; 
a metaphor, if you like, where the underlying meaning is that God gives life. 
Think of Mother Theresa, for example. She chose to live amongst the people who 
were rejected by Indian society, gathering resources to help them to have enough 
food to eat and health care, so that they might have hope. She did not, and her 
followers do not relieve all the poverty and ill health of those rejected by their 
societies in the world. But she did inspire hope. 
Think of Bill Wilson, the co-founder of Alcoholics Anonymous, and certainly he 
did not do away with all of the addictions in the world. But by his concern and 
love, he remains that sign of help as Jesus did in raising this young man of Nain. 
Or think of all those grandmothers in Africa – the Gogos as they are called in the 
Zulu language- who care for their grandchildren because the mothers and fathers of 
those children have died of AIDS. They are giving them a sign of life and hope. 
Think of the many grandmothers in our country who are giving the African Gogos 
support, by making the world aware of their love and dedication and by raising 
awareness and funds to send to Africa.  
More recently, we have the horrendous forest fire that wreaked havoc near Fort 
McMurray, Alberta. Just think of the momentous effort by so many people to save 
lives and property. At the helm was a fire chief, Darby Allen, who gave so much of 
himself to give hope to that community. Here is what the Edmonton Journal 
Newspaper wrote yesterday, as residents began returning to their homes. 

As dawn broke on the day after Fort McMurray was evacuated, fire chief Darby 
Allen feared the worst. The wildfire known as "The Beast" was only growing 
stronger, and he didn't know what would be left of the abandoned northern Alberta 
city. "I'll be honest, I thought … we would find that we had 40 or 50 per cent lost, 
just because of the significance of the fire," Allen said. "To find out what the 
people had done and what they'd saved, due to incredible human efforts, was both 
gratifying and heartwarming." 
And, I think we can add to that that list, our thanks for the many prayers, offered 
by so many, on behalf of all of God’s creation, during that time.  
 It comes down to this. The message is that we do not have to be super-heroes, but 
we do have to be heroic to some degree by, as they say, saying “No!” to drugs, by 
returning found money, by trying to be decent people, or just by coming to church 
here at St. Stephen’s. It does not mean that we are perfect or better than others, but 
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it is an important gesture; that there is something more to life; and ‘someone’ 
more. 
There are gestures that are full of promise, of repentance, and of healing. And so 
even though we can truthfully say, “Oh, my God, there is so much crime and 
violence and terribleness in the world,” we should not let that make us cynical. The 
gospel is meant to say it is only those who have no faith that collapse and become 
cynical in the face of so much evil. So once in a while you have to make a gesture. 
And so with all the deaths in Israel, through compassion, Jesus, through 
compassion, made this gesture. Not to take everyone’s death away, but to remind 
us that death is not the last word. Not to say that death is not an evil that will be 
overcome by love, not to say that widows will no longer cry, but to say that the 
tears will be wiped away some day and joy will be given. 
And we are invited into that gospel. We are invited not to look at it as a miracle 
story that happened two thousand years ago, angrily or secretly wishing Jesus 
would do the same for us. On the contrary, the gospel was written that we might do 
the same for Jesus. 
There is an old aboriginal story about a twelve-year-old boy who died of snake 
bite. The poison took away his life and his grieving parents carried his body to the 
Shaman and laid it before him and the three of them sat around the body sadly for a 
long, long time. Then the father finally arose from his grieving, went over to his 
child, stretched out his hands over the feet of the child, and said, “In all my life I 
have not worked for my family as I should have.” And the poison left the feet of 
the child. Then the mother rose and she stretched her hands over the heart of the 
child, and she said, “In all my life I have not loved my family as I should.” And the 
poison left the heart of the child. And the Shaman stretched out his hands over the 
head of the dead boy and said, “In all my life I have not believed the words I have 
spoken.” And the poison left the head of the child. The child rose up, and the 
parents and the Shaman rose up, and the village rejoiced that day. 
That is what the gospel is about. We make gestures, as individuals and as a faith-
community.  We are blessed with the young parents who, in this extremely busy 
time of their lives, take time to bring their children and grandchildren and their 
friends to church. We do not think we are going to cure the entire world. But God 
has called you and me for a purpose. By divine providence you and I live in this 
time, in this place and this moment of history; and everyone of us has the power to 
stop death somewhere along the way, and make a gesture of compassion and hope, 
don’t we? 
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Every one of us has the power to write a note, to pick up a telephone, to utter a 
word of forgiveness, to stroke another’s face, to say “I love you;” and, to hug our 
children and grandchildren; the greatest power in the world. 
So listen to the gospel anew. It is the gesture that counts; the sign of hope that 
counts; the hint of everlasting life, and the notion of ultimate victory. Jesus did that 
in his time. We are invited to do it in our time. 

-Gary Hamblin 

Sources: William Bausch, A World of Stories. 


