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 Luke 9.51-62 
9:51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.  
And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the 
Samaritans to make ready for him; 
 but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem.  When his 
disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to 
come down from heaven and consume them?"  But he turned and rebuked them. Then 
they went on to another village.  As they were going along the road, someone said to him, 
"I will follow you wherever you go."  And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." To another 
he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father."  But Jesus 
said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God." Another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to 
those at my home."  Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks 
back is fit for the kingdom of God." 

At one point in C.S. Lewis’s story, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, some of the 
characters in the story try to encourage and lift the spirits of each other by reporting that 
Aslan, the great lion and true ruler of the country of Narnia which has been oppressed by 
an evil witch, has come back. Aslan has come back to fight the wicked with. The words 
they use in their encouragement of each other are: “Aslan is on the move.” 
So it is, with Jesus in our passage from Luke’s gospel this morning. Jesus is on the move 
toward Jerusalem and his execution. Having preached, taught, and worked miracles, 
Jesus suddenly hears the call from God to turn from Galilee in the north toward 
Jerusalem in the south. The rest of Luke’s gospel is the story of his Journey there. Jesus is 
on the move.  
In this reading from Luke’s gospel, this morning, Jesus is seen in conversation with a 
number of people who wish to respond to him without paying the cost. I want to consider, 
briefly and out loud what God is up to in this reading, a sort of ‘parsing’ the gospel, if 
you will. To do this, I am using a commentary on this reading from Canon Herbert 
O’Driscoll’s book, The Word Among Us. 
First, the reading says. 
“He set his face to go to Jerusalem.” 
This says much in a few words. Jesus does not want to go, yet he feels he must. He 
knows that he will be confronting the religious and political authorities in Jerusalem and 
that he will be executed by them. There is determination and dread in the same moment.  
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The reading continues, “He sent messengers ahead of him.” 
We cannot help wondering why. On no other occasion is there mention of his doing this. 
The statement, “they entered a village…to make ready for him,” suggests that he may be 
taking extra care because they are going through Samaria. The people of Samaria, the 
Samaritans, you will remember, are treated as second class citizens by the people of 
Jerusalem. In history, they were the group of inhabitants of Israel who did not go with 
those who were exiled, forcibly, to Babylon some six hundred years earlier. When the 
exiled group returned some ninety years later, they held themselves as superior to those 
who remained in Israel, namely, the Samaritans. I know that many of you are familiar 
with the parable of the Good Samaritan, who, in spite of his dislike of the Jews, still 
helped the injured Jewish Man on the highway.  
Sending ‘messengers’ ahead, to Samaria, turns out to be justified. For the reading from 
the gospel goes on to say, “They did not receive him.”  The Samaritans did not welcome 
Jesus. In fact, knowledge that he was bound for Jerusalem created local resentment. 
Ironically this traveler, Jesus, is going to Jerusalem to challenge the religious and 
political authorities in ways the Samaritans might well have understood and appreciated. 
The disciples are enraged at this rejection by the Samaritans. It is typical of two of the 
disciples, James and John that they utter wild threats against the Samaritans. Jesus tells 
James and John to be quiet, and they leave the unwelcoming village. So, one of the things 
that Jesus teaches us about being disciples, is to choose our moments of confrontation, to 
be in control of our responses. 
There follow a number of meetings between Jesus and various would-be followers. These 
encounters happened on this particular journey probably because, by this time, Jesus had 
become very well known, and many would have wanted to join what was promising to be 
a successful movement, led by Jesus. 
First, one or more of his disciples say to Jesus, “I will follow you wherever you will go”. 
There is a hint of unreality about the offer – an over- eagerness, a lack of having thought 
it through. Perhaps because of this, Jesus presents the challenging possibility of 
homelessness for his followers.  
The gospel reading says, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son 
of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” There is a hint that the offer to follow Jesus may 
cost more than the would-be followers can imagine. We can presume that the matter ends 
here. 
In the second incident, Jesus initiates the approach from another follower with the words, 
“Follow me.” It is quite possible that Jesus has already spent some time with this person, 
has seen some possibilities here, and has decided to issue the invitation. On the surface, 
the reply from this person is reasonable: “First let me go and bury my father.” I do not 
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think that Jesus’ reply prohibits the person from fulfilling his wishes and then returning to 
become a follower. We know that loyalty to family was very important in that culture. 
But I do think that Jesus may have used the moment to give a warning about priorities. 
He may be saying something like this; “Always remember that the future has just as large 
a claim on us as the past.” This is a warning that the church has never found easy to heed. 
So, instead of focusing on what God is upto in the future, some in the church spend time 
wanting to return to the past. 
The third incident is very similar. This person may have overheard the previous 
exchange. He is quite ‘up front’ with the condition he places on following Jesus: “Let me 
first say farewell to those at my home,” he replies to Jesus. I suspect there are two 
promising messages heard by Jesus in this moment. First, the request to say farewell may 
indicate an awareness that following Jesus means a significant break with their current 
lives, to this point. Second, the statement “I will follow you,” displays simplicity, 
attractiveness and honesty. Again, I hear Jesus’ reply as warning rather than rejection: 
“No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” After 
all, if these three persons are rejected, what hope is there for our own pathetic efforts to 
be followers. 
So, as the faith-community of St. Stephens we might say to ourselves, as we prepare for 
the future with a new priest: “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit 
for the kingdom of God.” Those may also be shocking but timely words for us because 
we have begun the process of change in our own faith community of St. Stephens. So, we 
cannot look to return to the way we used to do things as a church – we must choose to 
prayerfully continue changing if we are considered fit to live as God wants us to live. 

-The Reverend Gary Hamblin 
Source: Based on a meditation written by Herbert O’Driscoll  in The Word Among us; C. 
S. Lewis, The lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. 


