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He left that place and came to his home town, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath 
he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, 
‘Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds 
of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother 
of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?’ And they 
took offence at him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets are not without honour, except in 
their home town, and among their own kin, and in their own house.’ And he could do no deed 
of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. And he 
was amazed at their unbelief.  
Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send 
them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to 
take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to 
wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, ‘Wherever you enter a house, 
stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear 
you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.’ So 
they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and 
anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 

      Mark 6:1-13

Have you ever noticed how ‘down to earth’ and ‘real-life’, much of the narrative and stories in 
the bible are? How connected they are to everyday life? It is, of course a good reason why they 
are so appealing and so widely read. Just this past month two people have told me that although 
they have been away from church for several years, they have started to read the bible from the 
first sentence in the Book of Genesis and they will not stop until they reach the last sentence in 
the Book of Revelation in the New Testament. And, both of them told me that they find the 
words meaningful and very applicable to their lives. One of the two is a young man and the 
other an older woman! I was very impressed! I must admit, however, that I wouldn’t attempt the 
same thing today, at my age, without having a commentary on the bible passages as a 
companion. But lots of people, many not attached to a church or even a religion, do it. One 
reason, I think, is because many of the situations described in the stories are so real and many 
find them relevant in this day and age. 
A friend of mine Alan Roxburgh writes that “The scriptures propose a world to us. They invite 
us into a way of reading and understanding who we are as human beings, our ends, and the 
intentions of God.” He goes on to say, “This idea of Scripture proposing a world may seem like 
a strange idea to us at first. What does it mean?” 
I want to take that notion and for the next few Sundays, explore what that means, because for 
we Anglicans, we Christians, the biblical narratives have given us and are giving us our world 
view. They shape our view of the world. They do that through the language they use, the stories, 
the values they express and above all, through ‘how human’ they are, how down to earth and 
expressive of real life situations which are as real today as they were two and three thousand 
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years ago. They give us wisdom, they give us hope, they give us an identity. They are the reason 
we are disciples of Jesus.  
Two of our readings this morning are good examples of the influence that scripture has on how 
we view the world. The stories portray two of the most important persons in the bible, King 
David and Jesus of Nazareth. 
Let me start with King David, who is the focus of the first reading, this morning, from the 
second Book of Samuel in the Hebrew bible, the Old Testament. To the ancient Hebrew people, 
David was a messiah. He lead the nation of Israel out of the oppression they experienced from 
foreign powers as well as their own leaders. And after King David died, the nation of Israel was 
again constantly under oppression from foreign powers and its own leaders. So the people of 
Israel kept looking for another messiah to again lead them out of the oppression. The Books of 
the Prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah and so on, over the centuries kept lamenting their 
suffering at the hands of others and calling for God to send another messiah.   
King David was so important to the Hebrew people, because he brought the two kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel, together, after years of conflict and  political and economic rivalry and 
established the single state of Israel. He established the rule of law and reinforced the Guiding 
Hand of God over the people of Israel. He was the head of what was called, the House of David. 
According to the Hebrew bible, God made a covenant with David, promising to establish the 
House of David and said, "Your throne shall be established forever.” Through David, God 
brought peace and social justice to the people of Israel for many years and established a long 
line of descendants who were the leaders of Israel throughout the next millennium.  
The people of Israel remembered this throughout their history and kept looking for God to give 
them another David, another ‘messiah’, who would lead the nation of Israel out of the 
oppression they were experiencing at the hands of not only of other rulers, but also, their own 
leaders. So some saw Jesus as this new messiah, a leader who would restore the justice, 
security, obedience to God and compassion, which was nurtured by King David, some 1,000 
years before.  
Now, it is very interesting that Jesus, according to the biblical record is linked directly by family 
to King David, through his mother, Mary. That is important, and it is why the authors of the 
gospels - Matthew is a good example - set out a genealogical record of that lineage between 
King David and Jesus, a thousand years later.  
Our reading from Mark’s gospel, this morning, has the potential of being a made for TV movie. 
Jesus, distinguished by his teaching  and by his actions so far in his young life, travels back to  
his home. But, instead of finding himself welcomed with acceptance, trust and discipleship, he 
finds that the people in the community in which he grew up, reject him! Mark notes this by 
quoting Jesus as saying, “Prophets are not without honour, except in their home town, and 
among their own kin, and in their own house.”  As Mark reports it, their response to Jesus is 
captured in three words: ‘astonished’, ‘offended’ and ‘disbelieved’. Their attitude toward him 
had somehow changed from their remembrance of him as an ordinary person, born 
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illegitimately and then adopted by Joseph when Joseph and Mary became spouses, and then 
growing up together with them in Nazareth. When Jesus now returns to his home city, he could 
not do anything, including caring for sick people, that would change their mind. Even his family 
thinks he is a different person, if not mentally ill, as Mark records in chapter three of his gospel.  
Now, remember that Jesus has just been on the other side, the east side of the sea of Galilee 
where word has it, he has done incredible healing. Just in the previous chapter in Mark’s gospel, 
Jesus is credited with healing a woman who has had a problem of chronic bleeding for many 
years, healing a man who is mentally ill and restoring to life a twelve year old girl. And, it 
would appear that word of this has preceded him to his home city. But, it is not the miracles that 
they talk about when they mention Jesus’ wisdom and power, it is his teaching. Now, remember 
that Mark, a second generation Christian is writing his gospel about 30 to 35 years after the 
execution of Jesus. His purpose in writing is to highlight, with his faith community, that  Jesus’ 
teaching, still has power and authority, the word that exorcizes, heals and proclaims the 
Kingdom of God, in the church 35 years after his death.  
Despite this personal rejection, this young man, Jesus, in the story continues to do good deeds 
in his home town. He even tells his friends, his disciples, that instead of feeling rejected, as he 
felt, they must go out, taking nothing with them, into their neighbourhoods and find people who 
will welcome them and his disciples should be willing to accept their gracious hospitality. If 
anyone rejects them, as he had been when he returned to his home community, he tells them not 
to be affected by that, but go on to another house. And his friends did that and healed many 
people, encouraging them to change their lives. 
What an excellent movie plot! What a remarkably human thing to do! 
It is stories like this that remind us of the humanity of Jesus. Most of us, I think, are not turned 
on by those passages that talk about eternity and divinity and so on. Most of us, I suspect turn 
off our listening ear or mental focus when we hear or read passages which focus on what is so 
hard to grasp and so unreal in our own world. And, here is Jesus accepting the reality of his 
situation - that the religious community in which he grew up just did not accept a person who 
some said was the long expected messiah and who told them that they needed to change their 
ways, not take their bible so literally, and begin to show compassion and justice to the people 
who for so long they excluded: the Samaritans, those who were not Israelites, the sick, the lame 
and the impoverished. Their God and their prophets had for so long pleaded with them to do 
this, but they weren’t listening.   
So, this morning, I have been presenting ways in which the bible portrays people in concrete 
and down to earth ways. And that is what captures our interest and helps us to form our world 
view. Our gospel reading from Mark shows us that even Jesus experienced doubt and rejection 
from the very people he grew up with in Nazareth. And when we compare what is said about 
Jesus in the gospel reading from Mark with what is said about King David in the reading from 
the Book of Samuel, we see two messiah’s, one descended from the other, who have very 
different world views.  
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Here is how Herbert O’Driscoll describes, so succinctly, the different world views of King 
David and Jesus of Nazareth. He writes, “In the first reading David is the centre of adulation. 
Here, Jesus is the centre of doubt and ambivalence. All look on David as extraordinary  Many 
look on Jesus as ordinary - familiar since childhood. David is given great honour. Jesus is given 
none. Many hope that David will conquer. Some hope that Jesus will heal. When David 
eventually leaves Hebron for other places, it is to gain territory. When Jesus leaves Nazareth, it 
is to teach patiently and modestly. Those who follow David will get the booty of war. Those who 
follow Jesus are asked to live minimally and in dependence on others.” 
As my friend Alan Roxburgh writes, “The scriptures propose a world to us. They invite us into a 
way of reading and understanding who we are as human beings, our ends, and the intentions of 
God. This idea of Scripture proposing a world may seem like a strange idea to us at first. What 
does it mean?”  

The Reverend Gary Hamblin 
Sources: Fred B. Craddock et. al. Preaching Through the Christian Year; Herbert O’Driscoll, 
The Word Among Us; Alan Roxburgh, Missional, Joining God in the Neighbourhood.
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