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Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to 
every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, "The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the 
midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 
Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this house!' And if anyone is there who 
shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. 
Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer 
deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town 
and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and 
say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' But whenever you enter a town 
and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 'Even the dust of your town 
that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of 
God has come near.' "Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you 
rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me." The seventy returned 
with joy, saying, "Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!" He said to them, "I 
watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have given you authority 
to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will 
hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 
that your names are written in heaven. 

“Once upon a time there was a blacksmith who worked hard at his trade. The day came 
for him to die. The angel was sent to him, and much to the angel’s surprise, he refused to 
go. He pleaded with the angel to make his case before God, that he was the only 
blacksmith in the area, and it was time for all his neighbours to begin their planting and 
sowing crops. He was needed. So, the angel pleaded the blacksmith’s case with God. He 
said that the blacksmith didn’t want to appear ungrateful, and that he was glad to have a 
place in the kingdom, but could he put off going for a while? And God left the blacksmith. 
About a year or two later, the angel came back again with the same message: God was 
willing to share the fullness of the Kingdom with him. Again, the blacksmith, who had 
some reservations about leaving, said: “A neighbour of mine is seriously ill, and it is 
time for the harvest. Some of us are trying to help him save his crops so that his family 
won’t become destitute. Please come back later. And off the angel went again.  
Well, it got to be a pattern. Every time the angel came, the blacksmith had one excuse or 
another. The blacksmith would just shake his head and tell the angel where he was 
needed and he said ‘not yet’ to the angel. 
Finally, the blacksmith grew very old, weary and tired. He decided thar it was time, and 
so he prayed: “God, if you’d like to send your angel again, I’d be glad to go home now.” 
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Immediately the angel appeared. The blacksmith said: “If you still want to take me home, 
I am ready to live forever in the kingdom of heaven.” And the angel just laughed and 
looked at the blacksmith in delight and surprise and said: “Where do you think you’ve 
been living all these years?” 
He was home.” 
And that, I think is what this reading from Luke’s gospel, this morning, is all about. Jesus 
is sending his followers out into the world, as He did with the Blacksmith in this story, to 
live and experience the daily lives of ordinary people and to do this just like God wants 
them to live. That’s what the term ‘Kingdom of God’ means, living as God wants us to 
live. And it is just how God wants we members of St. Stephen the Martyr’s faith 
community to live. 
But, I think that many in our churches have forgotten that message: that we have to do 
this in our community in which we live and work. Instead, we have interpreted our 
mission as God’s people as one of just going to church and waiting for others to be 
attracted to our Sunday morning services.  
Just listen, once again, to what Luke is saying: 
He is saying, “God’s Spirit is within you. Your mission is to share that Spirit with others, 
so I want you to get out of the four walls of your church into the places where you live, 
work, study and play and share your God-given lives with others. Leave your egos, your 
prejudices, your biases behind. Just be open to others and listen to them. Go as a 
‘stranger’. Above all, don’t think for a moment that your job is to make them members of 
your church or even Christians. Your job is to be genuine children of God searching for 
what God is doing in the lives of others. Don’t feel that you are there just to give 
something. Understand that others have something genuine to give you, so stay with them 
as friends and let them give you their hospitality. Be forewarned, though, that some will 
not want to be friendly, some will ‘diss’ you. That’s OK, just pass them by and go on to 
someone else, because there are many in our community who want to get to know you, 
just as you want to develop a relationship with them. We need each other. They have as 
much to give you as you have to give them, maybe even more.  
We need to remember that Jesus talks about ordinary people. He doesn’t speak about an 
ideal or romantic world. The bible puts us physically with, alongside, in and sometimes 
against ordinary people. The Seventy are commissioned to go into ‘the world’, to develop 
relationships with people and groups who are like the peasants, farmers, merchants, 
public service employees, senior citizens, sex workers, church workers/volunteers and 
healers in our community.  
The story of the Seventy tells us what Jesus; and, some fifty years later, Luke records, is 
the attitude that a Christian faith community is required to practice. We are ordinary 
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people befriending ordinary people. We need to see people as they really are, their needs 
and their hopes and what God is doing in their lives. It’s not up to us to pre-determine 
what needs others have and what God is or needs to do in their lives. We need to leave all 
that baggage behind and put ourselves in the care of the other person. 
We have some examples of that approach in the experiments we have initiated from our 
own faith community. I am thinking of: our volunteering, led by Colleen Butterley with 
the students of Cameron School; of Audrey Watson who meets weekly for conversation 
in English with a variety of people who are struggling to learn and speak English; of 
Esther Hizsa who coordinates a group of volunteers, including some from St. Stephens at 
a lunch program for the homeless in a neighbouring church; of Sharon Mack who is 
getting to know, personally, the leaders of the many groups who use our church facilities; 
our Thrift Shop volunteers who engage once a month with people from our community 
who come to purchase used clothing and household goods; and, of Pam Park, Joan 
Hobson , Betty Schellenberg and others who are engaging with a Syrian family to help 
them settle in a very different society. I hope that many more members of this faith-
community will participate in these and other future projects to find out how God is 
working in the lives of others in our community. We can all be enriched by these 
relationships. This should become the ‘culture’ of our faith-community. 
It is Interesting, isn’t it that the biblical text that empowered Church missionaries at least 
since the sixteenth century, was interpreted by them to read that they were predominantly 
the givers of God’s Word to others.  I’ll read that text which is from Matthew’s gospel 
28:18-20  
  And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ 
Taken literally and to an extreme, we have the historical legacy of church missionaries 
from various Western European cultures imposing their cultures on the peoples of the 
world. They thought they were superior to the aboriginal peoples of the world. They took, 
I think, a wrong interpretation of what the gospel meant, they took an imperialist attitude, 
mixing political, economic, social control and power with the Christian religion.  
Luke’s telling of Jesus’ story of Sending out the Seventy says the opposite of this verse 
from Matthew’s gospel. It sets a new direction as an underlying text for the mission God 
is calling us to lead in 2016 Burnaby/Coquitlam. Luke’s message is that we live in the 
kingdom of God not by making people members of a church, but by experiencing what 
God is doing in the lives of others, and sharing with them what God is doing in our lives.  
It is interesting that the parable that follows in Luke’s gospel, right after this morning’s 
passage on the sending out of the seventy is the one about the ‘Good  Samaritan’. By 
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using this parable as a follow-up to the story about the Sending out of the Seventy, Luke 
is telling his faith-community that there is much that they can learn about how God is 
calling us to relate to the world, by mixing with people who are different in culture and 
belief, including those who reject us. Luke’s message is that “God’s kingdom is 
announced and lived in the midst of ordinary people, not the heroes, professionals or the 
stars.” 
In today’s world, in the twenty-first century, we, the church need to change how we 
interpret and practice God’s desire for us to be missionaries for the kingdom of God to 
ordinary people in an ordinary world. We need to use a different passage from the bible 
as our guide than the churches missionaries have used since the sixteenth century. I 
suggest this morning’s passage about Jesus sending out the Seventy should be our guide.  
I can’t think of a better way of saying what Jesus intended with his sending out the 
Seventy, as a friend of ours, Alan Roxburgh, writes. He says,  “the primary way to know 
what God is up to in our world … is by entering into the ordinary, everyday life of the 
neighbourhoods and communities where we live…In these times of huge transition 
where” (our ways of doing things) “are being overturned, we will not know what God is 
up to in the world by huddling together in study groups, writing learned papers, or 
listening to self-appointed gurus…If you want to discover and discern what God is up to 
in the world just now, stop trying to answer this question from within the walls of your 
churches. Like strangers in need of hospitality who have left their baggage behind, enter 
the neighbourhoods and communities where you live. Sit at the table of the other, and 
there you may begin to hear what God is doing” 
Living as if we are already in the kingdom of God like the blacksmith does in the story, 
with which I started today, will enable us to learn, as the blacksmith did, that we actually 
live in the kingdom of God. And, we are todays ‘Seventy’ that Jesus sent out into the 
community to experience what God is doing in the lives of others; and, our own lives.   
 

- The Reverend Gary Hamblin 
-  Sources: Herbert O’Driscoll, The Word Among us; Alan Roxburgh, Missional 
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