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Ephesians 2:11–22 

11So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the 
uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision” —a physical 
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— 12remember that you were 
at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God 
in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. 
14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has 
broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He has 
abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might 
create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 
16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, 
thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed 
peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18for 
through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you 
are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and 
also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him 
the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord; 22in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place 
for God. 

“So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to 
those who were near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to 
the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 
citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself 
as the cornerstone.” 
For the last couple of Sundays I have talked with you about how our bible 
gives us a ‘world view’- lenses, if you like, through which we relate to 
others in our community, in our church as well as a way we can view 
ourselves. Jesus in his life and mission along with his disciples and his 
ancestors, as reported in the Hebrew bible provide a model on living, for us. 
And this ‘model’ is given to us through our bible, our parents, our family 
and friends, our church. That is why we are attracted to St. Stephens and 
why we are here today and most Sundays.  
So, the words in this letter to the Christian community at Ephesus give us a 
story of what was happening in that day and time in the first century. By the 
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way, although the letter is attributed to St. Paul, it was most likely written by 
a follower of his, according to biblical scholars. But, no matter, the story is 
what is important.  
It was a time in the blossoming christian movement when the Jewish 
christians were unabashedly rejecting the non-Jewish christian wannabes - 
the Gentiles - which is another name given to those peoples who were not 
Jewish. St. Paul and his disciples would have none of that. According to our 
reading this morning from Ephesians, the distinguishing feature of that time 
and for many centuries before, between those who worshipped the God of 
Israel and those who didn’t,  was whether they were circumcised or not. 
Circumcision was required by law for those who were Jewish. Paul and his 
followers went along with Jesus’ view of the world that people no matter 
their culture or station in life, are loved by God and there should be no 
discrimination by a man-made cultural regulation.  
It was also a time of transition, in that society. A time when real change was 
happening in Israel. Jesus was having an influence on the ‘world view’ of 
people.  The story of the Good Samaritan is a good example of Jesus’ view 
of how the world needed to change. You will recall, in that story, that a man 
in distress lay by the roadside and two members of the Temple passed by 
him without helping him because they feared it would make them unclean in 
light of the ‘rules’ set out in their bible. It was a member of the Samaritan 
peoples who stopped to help the man and take him to safety. The Samaritans 
were Hebrew people, too, and they even worshipped the same God of Israel 
as those who worshipped in the Temple in Jerusalem and the synagogues 
associated with it. But, they were rejected and excluded by the mainline 
Jewish religious authorities. In Jesus’ parable, the Samaritans are presented 
as a more compassionate people than the mainline followers of the religion. 
Their view of the world was different and not as narrow as the mainline 
Jewish leaders. Jesus was pointing out that there should be acceptance of all. 
A few years ago Dr. Gerald Jampolsky wrote a book entitled, Love is letting 
go of fear. In the book, he asks this question: “Have you ever given yourself 
the opportunity of going through just one day concentrating on totally 
accepting everyone and making no judgements?”. He goes on to say, 
“Everything we think or say reacts on us like a boomerang. When we send 
out judgments in the form of criticism, fury, or other attack-thoughts, they 
come back to us. When we send out only love, it comes back to us.” The 
book is about putting aside our fears, our rejection of others based on those 
fears; and, our judgmental attitude. 
Have you noticed that we too, at St Stephens are going through a time of 
transition? We are going through a time in which we are welcoming more 
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and more new and different people from different cultures. This transition 
actually started some years ago, but it is increasing in speed and in numbers 
as time goes along, and it is happening in all communities around us.  
Whereas the founders of this St. Stephen the Martyr church a hundred years 
ago were all white people from England, Scotland and Ireland - we are 
increasingly becoming a more multi-cultured, multi-coloured church. The 
name for it is, becoming ‘multi-cultural’. But, don’t just take it from me. 
Let’s ask where people’s families of origin lived. We have people whose 
families of origin were from the First Nations of Canada; from England, 
Ireland, Wales and Scotland. We have members whose families of origin 
were from Ghana, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Eastern Europe, Hong Kong, 
Mainland China, India, Barbados, Trinidad, Guyana, Iran, Korea, Ukraine, 
Syria and so on.  
This is something we should celebrate. But, you know, we might be ‘multi-
cultural’ which means we have several cultural and ethnic groups amongst 
us. But, if I read The letter to the Ephesians correctly, we need to work 
toward a vision of our faith-community being  ‘inter-cultural which means 
significant relationships are taking place between cultures, between ethnic 
groups - a genuine relationship. 
All of us grew up in a ‘culture’. All of us grew up in at least one ethnic 
group. We all grew up with some or a little or no background in a church or 
religion. Some of us are womb to tomb Anglicans. Some grew up with no 
religious teaching. Some grew up Roman Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian, 
United Church, Muslim, Jewish and so on. Some of us grew up poor, some 
of us grew up in wealthy households. Some of us are immigrants from 
countries where another language was spoken. Some of us are immigrants 
from the United States, where, according to someone, they still don’t speak 
English. 
And, for some reason, perhaps unknown to us, God put us, at this time, in 
this faith-community of St. Stephens. All of us are from diverse 
backgrounds, ethnic groups, cultures and religion; different age groupings - 
the ‘pre-baby boomers’, the ’baby-boomers’, the ‘X generation’ and the 
‘millenials’; and, I might add, different sexual orientations. We all worship 
the same God, although we might have different ideas on who S/He is, and 
we are all seeking to find the life that God wants us to lead. 
But we still have the same challenges that the religious groups of Jesus’ time 
had. First, we need to accept that we are a diverse group of people; and, 
second, we need to learn ways embrace each other And, then, as now, it is 
Jesus who has shown us the way that God wants us to live. And, I think that 
means that we need to seriously need to get to know each other, what our 
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backgrounds are, how we view the world, what our hopes for the future are. 
In my mind, our church’s vocation is tied to social reconciliation across all 
cultural, ethnic, race, colour and religious barriers. 
We are being given this opportunity to share our life experiences with each 
other and, given our diverse backgrounds to learn about the view of the 
world of others. For example, one way in which this is happening now, in 
our faith-community is a weekly meeting Audrey  and Margaret have with 
Pedram and Soniya, new immigrants, to help them practice speaking English 
and to orient them to living in Canada. Here is an opportunity, right now, for 
you to join them in their weekly meetings. If you are interested in joining 
them, please speak to them after today’s service. In the Fall, I would like to 
initiate an ‘intercultural’ bible study so that those of you who are interested, 
can learn more about how our backgrounds influence our view of the world. 
 I believe Jesus and his followers fostered an ‘intercultural’ society. In  the 
words of the author of the letter to the Ephesians, some two thousand years 
ago,  
“So Jesus came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to 
those who were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit 
to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 
citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 

-The Reverend Gary Hamblin 
Sources: Fred Craddock et. al. Preaching Through the Christian Year; 
Herbert O’Driscoll, The Word Among Us; Mark Lau Branson & Juan F. 
Martinez, Churches, Cultures & Leadership, William Bausch, A World of 
Stories.
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