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John 16:12-15 
"I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will 
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has 
is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”  
As some of you know, I am a member of a community choir. Joy and I have been 
members for over eight years now. It is called the Willan choir, named after a great 
Canadian, Anglican composer and organist, Healy Willan who composed some of 
the music to hymns we sing from our Book of Common Praise. The Willan choir 
sings some very serious music, including works by Puccini and Mendelsson, Faure, 
Bach, Brahms and so on.  
One of my fellow tenors in the choir, Samuel, a much better singer than me I must 
add, is a scientist; and, over the past few years, we have formed a friendship. A 
friendship based on our love for the music we sing. It is something very special that 
we share. He is someone who loves something that I also love, the special music we 
sing in the choir. 
I tell you this because it is a good analogy, believe it or not, of the love shared by 
the Trinity of God which we are celebrating today. While the music the Willan 
Choir sings is the shared love of Samuel and myself; the Holy Spirit is the shared 
love of God the Father and God the Son, in our Christian faith.  
Consider this story about shared love. It’s about a lawyer who lived 500 kilometers 
away from her elderly father. They had not seen each other in a number of months. 
The father phones her and asks, “When are you going to visit?” The daughter 
proceeds to tell him about the demands on her time, her court schedule, meetings, 
and so on and so on, everything that prevented her from visiting. 
So, the father says, “I’ve been wondering about this for some time now. When I die, 
do you intend to come to my funeral?” The lawyer responds, “Dad! I can’t believe 
you’d ask that. Of course I’d come to the funeral.” The father replies, “Good. Let’s 
make a deal. Forget the funeral. I need you more now than I will then.” 
My fellow choir member, Samuel, is a scientist by profession, and sometimes, 
during breaks in our choir practices, we have great discussions on many topics, 
including religion and science. One of the things that has become more 
understandable to me through these discussions is how science is helping us 
Christians to understand what a great Mystery God is.  
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That is strange, because Christians once considered science to be an ‘enemy’ of 
religion. But, scientists including physicists, astrophysicists, chemists, biologists 
and the like, all deal in mystery, just as us Christians do.  
Especially the astrophysicists, who spend their time researching the universe, the 
cosmos, the galaxies and so on. A wonderful series called Wonders of the Universe, 
is on the Knowledge Network. A recent episode in this series examined Light and 
how it helps us understand the universe. This program examined the Sun, for 
example, and demonstrated how science is trying to figure out how it works and its 
impact on our galaxy and, especially, the Earth. Another episode in the series was 
on gravity which explored why things fall and the force of gravity, not just on the 
earth, but, in the universe. Have any of you seen the program? Probably most of us 
get our understanding of the universe by watching Star Treck or Star Wars!  
Scientists, as you know, ask a lot of questions and, in their search for answers, this 
Wonders of the Universe series of programs reveals that they are comfortable with 
unknowing, and non-explainability. At times, I think that they are much more 
comfortable with mystery than many Christians. Many scientists seem to realize that 
they are in the midst of awesome mystery.  
So, that brings us to our own acknowledgement that when we think about the 
Trinity of God, we have been in continuous awesome mystery since the beginning 
of time. And, there is at least one thing in our search for truth that we have in 
common with many scientists: we are beginning to understand that our God is a 
God of relationships; just as scientists are beginning to understand that the universe 
exists through relationships. Everything is related to everything else. There isn’t 
anything that can exist on its own. Every creature, every atom, every neutron, every 
molecule, every planet, every star is sustained by relationships just as God is 
sustained by relationships. 
That has been one of our problems in understanding this whole notion of the 
Trinity. We tend to see each member of the Holy Trinity as a separate individual 
and we emphasize their qualities as individuals. God the Father as one person, God 
the Son as another person and God the Holy Spirit as yet another person. But, the 
real power is in their relationship. That is where the meaning is. That is what is 
being emphasized in our reading from John’s gospel this morning. 
Just listen to what John’s Gospel is saying about God’s relationship with us: 
"I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will 
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has 
is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” (John 
16:12-15) 
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Richard of St. Victor once wrote: “For God to be good, God can be one. For God to 
be loving, God has to be two because love is always a relationship. For God to be 
supreme joy and happiness, God has to be three.” For example, lovers do not know 
,full happiness until they both delight in the same thing, like new parents with the 
ecstasy of their first child. 
One of the images of God as Trinity is a ‘waterwheel’ of love. Just imagine it as it 
turns, ever spilling love from the Father, to the Son Jesus, to the Holy Spirit and to 
you and me. And, when we pray, when we love, it returns to God the Father. All of 
creation, all of the universe is being taken back into this cyclical flow. 
The threefold God has no boundaries; the threefold God lets go of any boundaries 
for the sake of the other. To do this, we need to accept that we are accepted by God 
and that likewise, we need to accept everyone else. 
That, I think, is the message in our gospel reading this morning. 
 

-The Reverend Gary Hamblin 
Sources: Richard Rohr, Meditations on the Mystery of the Universe; William 
Bausch, A World of Stories. 
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