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I am someone who loves learning more about myself and other people. When I was a teenager, for instance, I used to 

enjoy filling out those personality quizzes in magazines (sort of the ancestors of today’s online Facebook quizzes!) As an 

adult, I’ve often been interested in the latest popular research in psychology, sociology, and anthropology, and what 

tests like Myers Briggs, and the Enneagram can teach us. At one point in my life, I even did a church-run program in the 

U.S. called the Micah Project (by the way we have a similar program here in our diocese that’s just starting up called 

Hineni House – come talk to me after if you’re interested!). It was a program where I lived together in a faith community 

with a few other young adults, for a year of learning more about ourselves and figuring out what God wanted us to do 

with our lives. I think part of the appeal of these kinds of things for me—whether done on my own or with the input and 

support and guidance of others—was that so often, they either confirmed things about myself or introduced me to new 

ideas and perspectives about many aspects of myself… my strengths, my weaknesses, what made me and others tick, 

why we all do the things we do. And all of these have also helped me in different ways to understand and do good 

discernment about more and more of my larger purpose in life. They have helped me answer my questions about ways 

that I might be able to live my life so that it fits my values and helps me to be the best person that I can be.  

 

Now as I was reflecting on today’s scripture readings, I thought a lot about this idea of discernment about such things… 

of understanding yourself better and better so that you can more clearly grasp God’s greater purpose for you. In our first 

reading, from the book of Jeremiah, we are presented with the prophet Jeremiah having a dialogue with God. He’s 

basically arguing with God about God’s calling him to be his prophet! As Jeremiah tells it, God said to me “Before I 

formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you: I appointed you a prophet to the 

nations.”1 I always find it kind of hilarious that Jeremiah’s initial response to this message from God is absolutely not 

‘wow, thank you God, that’s great, sign me up!’ Instead, it’s “Ah Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am 

only a boy.”2 I mean, God has just selected you for this very important job and your response is to tell God that he’s 

made a terrible mistake?! God of course is having none of this, and tells Jeremiah, “Do not say that I am only a boy”3 and 

then proceeds to let him know all the ways in which this self-assessment is not on target, and how God will be with him 

and give him all the tools that he needs to carry out the mission. 

 

If I were honest with myself I can relate more often than not to this stalling by Jeremiah when called up by God. I think 

sometimes that we can get caught up in an image of ourselves that may not be quite right, or at the very least is not 

complete. It may be easy for us to fixate on some flaw or imperfection of ours, whether it’s being too young, or too old, 

or not skilled or organized enough, or not creative or energetic enough. Or on the other end of the spectrum, we might 

also have an inaccurate view of ourselves. Because we are blind to the things that are our stumbling blocks, we may not 

see our own limits and faults, or recognize that we may actually not be the right fit for something that we think we are 
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well-suited for. Whatever our tendency (and we may swing back and forth depending on the situation or season that 

we’re in), sometimes it takes someone else with a clear eye, who can point out what we may have trouble seeing or 

believing about ourselves. It may have been true, for instance, that Jeremiah was young (only a boy). But God’s message 

to him was to not focus only on that one fact, which in and of itself was not the most important thing. God had a much 

wider vision of Jeremiah’s potential, and had so much more in store for him! And one important thing to note is that you 

don’t want to trust just anyone with these assessments about you. You want someone who actually knows you well, and 

has your best interests in mind. In this case, God definitely knew his subject and had stellar motives. As the passage says, 

“before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you…”4 He assured Jeremiah that 

he would have what he needed for the job. He assuaged his fears and anxiety about his qualifications for the job when 

he said “for I am with you to deliver you” and “now I have put words in your mouth”5. And then God painted the wider 

picture for Jeremiah, to help him to see his place in it: “I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to 

pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.”6 This nudge from God was what it took to get a reluctant 

prophet out there and doing what he was called to do with his life.  

 

And in our gospel reading today from Luke, we get another take on the risks and dangers of this process of discernment, 

especially when it comes to considering input from others. Jesus is fairly new at his public ministry at this point… he’s 

just getting warmed up! And he finds himself back in the town in which he grew up, where everyone knows him, and 

probably has heard about what he’s been up to lately. Today’s passage is a continuation of last week’s, where Jesus read 

words from Isaiah about God setting the captives and oppressed free, and giving sight to the blind. And then Jesus boldly 

says the first line of our passage today, “Today, this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”7 In essence, he had 

identified himself as who God will use, to do all these strange and wonderful things. And then it says that “all spoke well 

of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said is not this Joseph’s son?”8 It seems 

like a lot of people were impressed with this hometown boy that had done well!  

 

What I find most fascinating about this particular passage is that Jesus didn’t quite just leave it there, with all the people 

oohing and ahing over him. Instead of simply saying thanks, and just soaking up the accolades, he decides to say 

something that riles people up. You kind of get the sense that maybe those listening to Jesus didn’t quite get the big 

picture. They seemed a little confused, and had some idea about who he was and some opinions about what he should 

be doing with himself. Jesus’ next, critical words imply as much:  And you will say, ‘Doctor cure yourself’ and “Do here 

also in your hometown the things we heard you did at Capernaum…” and “no prophet is accepted in his hometown.”9 

We can only wonder at what exactly Jesus was getting at here. Maybe he was criticizing them for wanting him to prove 

himself to them. Maybe he was saying they thought that he owed something to them. All of these were heaping on 
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pressure from their expectations of him. But regardless, it seems Jesus was saying that they had some particular idea 

about who he was, and had discerned incorrectly what they thought his path was. And Jesus was saying instead to them: 

God may have other things in store for me… God can do what you don’t expect, not what you’re hoping for, but maybe 

even the complete opposite. When he points out how God used the least expected people to work through (the widow 

that Elijah was sent to, and the foreigner Naaman who was cured of leprosy) and when he chooses to frame his ministry 

with the outsiders of society, perhaps Jesus was attacking his hometown people’s sense of entitlement, questioning 

their ability to clearly see God’s will for him and for themselves in unexpected circumstances. They’ve projected 

something else on to him that doesn’t reflect God’s plan.  

 

You see, it is sometimes hard for people to let go of their visions and ideas of you, and difficult for you to step out 

beyond those into what God has actually called you to. I know for me, certainly my own path of discernment and 

figuring out God’s will for my life has not always matched up with other’s ideas for me. There have been times when I 

have had to trust my own sense of call, and to stand firm in the knowledge that what I was stepping out into may not 

necessarily have made sense to other people, was not what they had necessarily wanted for me, but was ultimately 

what God wanted. And I think how Jesus talks in today’s passage is a good reminder that perhaps God’s plan for him, 

and maybe for all of us, usually involves going beyond the expected, the usual, the comfortable, the things we know. 

God often calls us out to the hard places, the places we maybe normally wouldn’t go, you see! And this kind of 

discernment is complex like that. Sometimes we’re sure of our calling in this particular season, sometimes we’re not. 

Whether we’re like Jeremiah, and need a little nudge from those who know us well and who can help us see beyond our 

doubts and fears… Or whether we’re like Jesus, hometown hero that was boxed in to something that wasn’t tied into 

what he clearly saw God had in store for him. Both of these are about overcoming that tendency to miss God’s bigger 

picture, whether for ourselves as individuals or for us as a community of believers.  

 

You see, my sisters and brothers, I strongly believe that God chooses and sets aside certain paths for us. There are some 

things in life that he created us for, consecrated us for, and chose us for, and our life’s journey following Christ will 

involve us learning more about and growing into ourselves, so that we can better determine what God has called us to 

do and be in the world. Sometimes it’s about big life vocational decisions, sometimes it’s about the smaller things that 

we are called to do… small day to day choices we are asked to make in how we live our life. Life will not be the same if 

we follow God’s call, but it will certainly be fuller and richer if we can live out our potential and all that God has in store 

for us. God wants the best for us, his created beings and beloved children! And just a note: sometimes transformation 

and growth can be scary. Sometimes as we learn more deeply about ourselves and God’s call, it might require us to 

completely metamorphosize into something that we’re currently not.  We will not necessarily recognize ourselves in this 
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new state, but the more important thing is, as our passage from Jeremiah reminds us, that God recognizes us, and God 

equips us for his call if we let him. And as our passage from Luke reminds us, God doesn’t always do what others would 

expect, and in fact quite frequently the opposite! Christ whom we follow is the one who sets people free and restores 

people to wholeness in wild and unexpected ways! This is the hometown prophet who has been called to bigger and 

better things, and who calls us to it too.  

 

So my sisters and brothers, I encourage you this morning and later this week… pray and reflect on: What is it that you 

might be wrestling with re: what God has in store for you in your life right now? What new things might God be calling 

all of you here at St. Stephen’s, Burnaby to? What could be holding us back from stepping forward into new roles that 

God has intended for us? How can we say yes and follow Christ into the fullness that God is calling each and everyone 

one of us into?   
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